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Failure: 
I want to take you for a brief moment to the courtyard of the High Priest in Jerusalem, during the early hours of the morning that Jesus was betrayed. We find Peter warming himself at a fire, a servant girl confronts him and then we hear a cock crow. What awareness must have struck Peter when he heard that cock crow that fateful night?  We just have to look at his actions afterwards to experience the brokenness he must have felt. 
It must have been very similar to a galloping horse having the reins pulled in and the bit pulled back in his mouth. Have you ever experienced something like this? Where you were stopped in your tracks. I had such an experience about 2 weeks ago whilst praying for some of our friends in the Lion Park Informal 
Settlement, when suddenly it dawned on me. If I didn't love my brothers and sisters there like Jesus loved them, then I was wasting their time and mine. When last did you feel that you were a failure as a follower of Christ?  
The Challenge: John 15:9-17 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and 
remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other.”  
Some challenging questions come to mind;  
Why is Jesus expecting this degree of love from us? 
Is it perhaps because He loves us that much? He was just about to demonstrate to them in a very clear way just how much He loved them and us. What stops me from loving like this? 
On the surface it sounds like a very straight forward command.  “Love each other” The part about love we understand and accept, that is until we focus on the rest of the command, - like I have loved you. “ How has Jesus loved us? We all have at the very least, an academic understanding of how much Christ loves us. I say academic because it isn't always real to us. When we think about this, we come to the 
realization that we often fail to love like this. This is similar to Peter’s experience on the night he denied Jesus. Have you ever felt like that?  
He came to earth and lived amongst us, accepted even the worst of sinners, but challenged them to change. He then went to the cross and died for us all.  
How are you doing in following His example?  
Can we be totally honest with ourselves for a change, and ask, “How are we doing on the love front?”  
Why do we struggle?  We do not really understand the command because love is just a word to us. We are 
called to love as He has loved us.   
  



 
We may sit in church on a Sunday, or have a really moving quite time, and find that, that love becomes so 
real to us, that we are totally overwhelmed by it... We come to the realization that we have never been 
loved by anyone the way Jesus has loved us. But even this understanding may not motivate us to love as 
He loved.  
Fear: 
We all have to deal with different fears. 
The fear of rejection, if I dare to love as He loves me, how will I feel? What will happen if that love gets 
rejected?  Remember Jesus is talking about loving each other, not only within our own church family, but 
also our broader Christian family out there.  
Lack of commitment: 
A big obstacle to loving as Jesus did, might just very well be our lack of commitment, because love costs. If 
I had to love as He loves me, it would be costly for me, especially my precious time and resources. As 
humans, we do tend to be selfish, especially with our time.  
Jesus set the example  
Jesus issued a command to be obeyed. to His disciples and followers, (that’s us, the church).  
In context, this command that Jesus gives to all His followers, is to love with a sacrificial love – the same 
love Jesus demonstrated by His death on the cross – and he challenges us to love like this.  
A totally radical command followed by a totally radical course of action. Would he ask us to do something if he knew we could not do it, or if He did not provide us with power of the Holy Spirit to enable us?   
Jesus lived out the challenge to the utmost. He did not challenge us to do something that He wasn’t willing to do himself. 
Jesus provided the way- Holy Spirit  
Soon we will be celebrating Pentecost. Jesus uses the illustration of the vine earlier in this chapter to give 
us a clear picture of how we are able to do this.  
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from 
me you can do nothing.  If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; 
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  If you remain in me and my words remain in 
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 
John 15:5-8   
We are to remain in Him. He takes responsibility for the bearing of our fruit, being able to love, if we remain 
in Him.  
So this is our real challenge this morning, if we are to love as He called us to love, we must remain in Him. 
He is the vine and we are the branches. If we do not remain in Him we cannot bear any fruit.  
Just like the sap of the vine carries the nutrition and water to the branches, enabling them to bear fruit, so 
too is our Helper, the Holy Spirit, the one that works in us with the Father’s love and enables us to love. The 
Father also prunes us so that the only focus we have is to bear fruit, without wasting time on fruitless 
endeavours. 
.  
This is great, but how do we implement this in a practical way?  
By spending time in God’s Word 
By coming e to church 
By being part of a fellowship group, where you can experience this love for yourself and by learning how to 
love in return.    
We are called to love as Christ loves us and to lay down our lives for each other.  
The challenge remains are we going to take up that challenge or not? 
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