
 Sermon notes 
Preacher: Norman Brassell  
Title: Confidence in waiting on the Lord  
Text: Psalm 27: 13-14 
As preachers we are called upon to seek the Lord in prayer, on what our next sermon is to 
be. Our Lord is always faithful regarding this - because it is His word for you, His people. 
However sometimes this can really be difficult because as the preacher, you find yourself 
in a place of seeking, but no answer seems to come. 
This is where I found myself, then something really SPECIAL happened. 
Our Lord placed me in a situation to hear a personal testimony and then He led me to 
Psalm 27- My answer had arrived! 
 
About 5 weeks back I traded in my car on a second hand car with low mileage, obviously 
in order to maintain a service plan.  After one week it developed terrible rattles and the 
fuel consumption looked really bad, so I took it back to be looked at. This was sorted out.  
Then two weeks ago, on Tuesday, whilst returning from a store visit in Silverlakes east of 
Pretoria, my on dash-board computer was flashing a warning for me to stop, or it could 
have dire consequences on my engine. 
I pulled over to find water pouring out from the bottom of the car.  At this stage I called 
BMW on call for a technician to be sent out. I found myself feeling very despondent with 
my recent purchase.  On top of this the technician arrives in a car exactly the same as the 
one I had just traded in. 
Stephan the technician told me the car could not be driven and we would have to wait 
for a tow truck, however I was not to worry because he could drive me home and they 
would arrange a loan car for me.  Even though I was feeling dejected, I was being well 
taken care of.  It was going to take Stephan two hours in the traffic to take me home from 
where the breakdown occurred. I found myself feeling a bit sorry for him, as it was going 
to be a long tedious journey.  But it was as though God had an appointment with me! As I 
climbed in his vehicle, Stephan said to me that I was not to worry about the journey, that 
this was his job and he believed that everyone whom he had sitting in his vehicle was 
meant to be there. Wow!!!!! 
 
He pointed out that what he had learnt in his life, was that nothing is accidental, but that 
God had a purpose in it all, and a reason for the circumstances we find ourselves in.  He 
mentioned I may have been saved from a really bad accident, one never knows.  Little 
did he or I know why I was there at this time!  In hindsight now I know. 
I am not sure why, but at this stage I told Stephan about my motorbike accident and how 
I believed God also had a purpose in this., Before my accident I had been praying to be 
an elder after God’s own heart.  The bigger picture in this is that I had been extremely 
blessed through the experience, I had come out a more compassionate person, with a 
stronger relationship with Jesus as I witnessed Him carry, strengthen and heal me through 



the entire recovery.  Stephan then started to share his personal testimony, where he told 
me about 14 years ago, his father had had a heart attack. A week later, his brother had a 
motorbike accident, and is crippled today.  His wife then left him with both their children 
and was nowhere to be found.  Eventually after a long period he found his wife and two 
children, they were in New Zealand.  He remarried and was travelling in his Fiat Uno with 
his present wife on the freeway, when a vehicle collided with them doing 200 Km’s/h, the 
car rolled over about 3 times and the roof had collapsed in.  He said it was a miracle both 
their necks were not broken.  At this stage I thought WOW!  My problems are small, here I 
am downhearted because my vehicle had broken down.  Stephan kept on saying during 
his testimony that he was going to get to the bigger picture, where Jesus in hindsight, had 
always been there for him.  It turns out he did not have medical aid and both he and his 
wife lost their jobs, they were physically unable to work, and their road to recovery was 
going to be a long road ahead. They were living on life savings and were staying in a 
Wendy house, which they were renting on someone’s property.  He pointed out at this 
stage that he had never given up on Jesus, and always sensed Jesus would come 
through for him.  He had also attended an Angus Buchan Mens’ Retreat where he came 
away even more uplifted.   
 
A short while later his landlord came to him to say that at the end of the month he and his 
wife would be evicted, as their rent was two months in arrears. They would soon be on the 
street, not knowing where they could go. 
On the Sunday just before their eviction, a person from their church approached Stephan 
saying they would collect him later and take him to a job interview. Five minutes into his 
interview he got the job. (The one he is presently in).  He convinced his landlord to delay 
the eviction, and promised to pay off what was owed over the next two months.  Then 
Stephan and his wife received monies from the road accident fund.  Jesus had brought 
about situations in his life that he could never have dreamed of or afforded.  Jesus 
allowed him to gain back his livelihood, gave him a new start, including being able to 
afford to go overseas and see his children.  Stephan expressed great faith and 
confidence in waiting on the Lord for the right time, and for all to come about. 
 
When Stephan dropped me off, he thanked me for the uplifting conversation. It was as 
though, through this conversation, that Jesus had been in the vehicle, lifting both our 
spirits.  On entering my house, I felt that Jesus was trying to tell me something here.  I was 
also told by the BMW technicians, that the problem that had occurred with my vehicle 
was so unusual, that they had only experienced it once in all their years of repairing cars, 
Strange to say the least! 
The word today is taken from Psalm 27: 13-14.  13. I remain confident of this: I will see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 14. Wait for the Lord; be strong and take 
heart and wait for the Lord. David is in a tough spot whilst writing this Psalm.  His enemies 
sought to destroy him, people were falsely accusing him.  Life looked bleak for David.  It is 
likely that it was at this stage he was hiding in a cave with his men. 
 
For me there are two key words in these two verses.  Namely “confident and wait”.  To 
remain confident in the Lord and to wait on the Lord. 



Under these two sub-headings I would like to cover the “who, why and what” questions. 
CONFIDENT: (verse 13) 

1. Who is the confidence in? 
 David is confident and has complete trust in the Lord. He knew it was never in 

his own strength and abilities, but in the Lord’s. 
Do you have an example where you have tried something in your own strength not 
the Lords? 

2. Why was David confident? 
 

 David took faith and confidence from his previous situations he had found 
himself in and our Lord had delivered him through it.  One of these being the 
account in 1 Samuel 17:49- 51 where David takes on the giant Philistine 
Goliath in battle, with a stone and a sling and subsequently kills him. We 
heard about this last week from Di. In 1 Samuel 17:37 David recalls where he 
was rescued from the paw of a lion and the paw of a bear by the Lord.  

Can you recall a situation in your life where you thought there was no way out, yet 
you came through fine? 
Should we therefore not be like David and draw strength on these past bad 
experiences that we have been delivered from? 

3. What was David confident about? 
 

 David knew no enemy shall prosper against him. (2 Kings: 39) “Rather, 
worship the Lord your God, it is He who will deliver you from the hand of all 
your enemies.” 

 David was confident that he will see the goodness of the Lord in this life 
before he dies. 

 David was essentially saying, ‘There is something so good about God that I 
know, I am going to see and experience this personally, while I am living this 
very difficult earthly life. I want it and eagerly await it.  I will wait as long as 
necessary, because it is so good that it makes even this life worth living.’ 

Do you believe our Lord has something good waiting for you? 
What is awesome about what we have covered under the word confident, is that 
our Lord’s goodness in our lives is for the here and now, not solely for the eternal life. 
(Romans 8: 28) “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those 
who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.” 
It is God’s love that saves us. And it is our love for God, (fully inspired by Him), which 
allows us to bear all things in patience as we wait. It is God’s love for us that enables 
us to believe, hope and endure through all things, to see His goodness in this life 
and the next. 
 
WAIT: (verse 14) 
1. Who do we wait on? “The Lord” 

David uses the Lord’s name 12 times in Psalm 27 and twice in verse 14.  



When things do not happen in our timing we need to know who we are waiting 
on. Namely Jehovah, the one true God. 
We tend to not want to wait, we are part of a fast pace society. We tend to 
have the opinion that if God is as powerful as He says He is, He can therefore do 
things instantly, then there should be no reason that when we pray to Him we 
should have to wait for an indefinite amount of time for an answer. So, rather 
than waiting patiently upon the Lord, we become impatient.  
When I have to wait for my own family of three ladies to get ready and put their 
make-up on, I find it challenging and I become impatient. Waiting on our Lord’s 
perfect timing and will is the only way to live. What control do we feel we have 
over life? If the Lord wills it to be so, then we have no right to take control. Trying 
to control our own lives will only lead to a bitter, miserable existence and a 
hardened heart.  
God can heal broken marriages, He has healed cancer, blindness, disabilities 
and many more ailments. However if He chooses not to, then please know that 
He still cares for you deeply, and has His reasons. He is the Lord! The one we wait 
on. 
I had to wait two and a half years for total healing after my motorcycle 
accident. No matter how much or how many people prayed for me, the healing 
was in His timing and I had to learn to walk the road in patience, and have faith 
that our Lord was always in control. Which He was, I am a testimony to that. 
During times when I took control and believed it was all in my own strength, 
things went wrong, I had to repent and hand it all over again to our Lord.  
Have you ever tried to take control? 

2. Why do we have to wait? 
 
“Be strong” (the first part of verse 14) 
 
For me this means that we are called upon to be courageous and pass the test. 
God allows trials in our lives for us to test and see what we are really made of.  
 
God is wants us to grow more into the likeness of Jesus Christ. This period of 
waiting will be for our own good. We believe we have it all figured out, but we 
do not, and this is why we need to wait. Only God knows what is good for us in 
our future. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. Nothing 
happens by chance, and everything is designed for our eternal wellbeing. 
 
Have you been tested and have had to be courageous in waiting on the Lord? 
 

3. What happens when we wait? 
 
“Take heart” (the second part of verse 4) 
 



When we wait, we take heart by having faith, and truly believing that God is 
working in our best interests. By handing it over to Him, and standing in faith, we 
acknowledge God’s sovereignty, which pleases Him.  
 
We take heart in knowing that we are God’s masterpiece and He is working in us 
and through us, to bring about His perfect will for our lives.  

In psalm 27 David also leaves us with three important lessons to enable us to be confident 
in the midst of trials and troubles. To be able to have  the same faith and confidence he 
displayed when learning to wait upon the Lord., knowing it was in God’s timing not his 
own.  
They are as follows: 

1. Seek to have a closer relationship with our Lord 
In verse 4 David’s one desire of the Lord was to be closer to Him for the rest of his 
life. He did not ask for wisdom, riches and fame.  
Do you think if you were given one thing to ask for, would it be this? 
This just shows, how important it is to read His Word and have a daily quiet time with 
our Lord. This is what enables us to grow closer in our relationship with our Lord Jesus. 

2. To be joyful in suffering 
In verse 6 David rises above his troubles (enemies) and is joyful in the Lord, 
worshipping his Lord. 
Can we do this in the midst of our troubles? 
There are numerous examples for us in the Bible where people have joy in the Lord 
during times of suffering, they are joyful because of their confidence in the Lord.  
Acts 16 verse 25 (Paul and Silas were in prison, praying and singing hymns)  
Acts 5 verse 40-42 (The apostles were flogged, and realising suffering was a 
privilege, they rejoiced) 
Romans 5 verse 1- 5 (Through faith, God gives peace in suffering, Paul realises this, 
as well as  the fact that suffering brings about perseverance, which in turn forms 
character) 

3. Faith in our Lord 
In verse 10, David points out that those closest to us may disappoint us, but God 
never will. 
Jesus knew no matter who failed Him that His Father would remain with Him. 
We can have confidence in our God, He is always faithful. 
Do you have confidence in the Lord? 
Do you delight in the Lord? 
Satan’s schemes in our lives will be unsuccessful if you are able to answer the above 
two questions “YES!”  
 

Whoever displays faith and hope through confidence, knowing and loving our Lord, will 
see goodness in this life. This confidence comes through seeking a closer relationship with 
our Lord, being joyful in the midst of our troubles and coming to a realisation that our God 
is always faithful, without exception.  



Finally whoever waits upon the Lord will never be disappointed, instead he or she will be 
given strength and courage. They will see God’s perfect and eternal plan come to pass in 
their lives.  
We can easily loose heart if we do not believe. My prayer is you will have confidence and 
will wait in humble submission on our loving Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 


