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Good Morning!  What a privilege to share with you on the best day of the year! Wow! Why is this best day of the year? 
Even better than Christmas!  The reason is definitely not because it’s the one day that you and your children are allowed to over indulge on chocolate! 
Jesus rose from the dead! He is alive! He won the victory over sin on the cross on Friday, and today we celebrate that He won the ultimate victory over the consequence of sin: death!  Because He lives, death no longer reigns. Death is no longer the door to eternal suffering, but to eternal life!  
As you are aware, we are following a theme, “To live as Jesus lives!”  It is because of today we can use that word in the present tense. We are not just following and emulating the life of some obscure character in long-lost history, but we are in a relationship with a living Lord, following His living example, while He empowers us through His living Spirit, to lead that life victoriously! I normally have a tendency to use an exclamation mark at the end of every sentence, and always try to stop 
myself from doing this, but today I can use them - because He is Alive!  
Why do we label things? We normally label things according to their use for us, and then we tend to judge 
them according to how we have experienced that usefulness. Coffee – when I think of coffee, and in what way I find it useful, what comes to mind is that it makes me feel good because of its taste and it wakes me up. So if it meets those expectations, then all is good, if not, and  I will be very disappointed.   
As people, we tend to live from the outside in and not from the inside out. (I am speaking about myself 
here). By this I mean that I will allow outside things, like bad coffee, to influence my mood. When instead, what we should be doing as followers of Christ, is to live according to our callto influence the world, because we have been changed from the inside. Christ called us to be salt and light.  
Don’t you find that we tend to treat people that way too? Broadly speaking, that we tend to judge the people outside our social or church circle, either by their usefulness or how they prevent us from achieving our 
goal.  
Here are a couple of examples: Getting to work in a calm mood. It only takes one Taxi driver! 
The Cashier on duty: My idea of his or her role is to indicate as quickly as possible, how much I need to pay for my groceries, so that I can leave and carry on with the important stuff in my life. They then get judged by 
my evaluation of their efficiency and this tends to affect my mood afterwards.   
I have an unlabeled tin in my hands. We have no idea what the contents are. It could be almost anything - Beans, Jam, Curry, Sausages, Sweetcorn, Peas, or even my ultimate favourite, Spaghetti.  What would happen if I approach people the same way I would this tin?  With a positive attitude of non- judgement, whilst allowing the contents to surprise me.  
Only when we get to know people, do we experience the unique purpose and plan that God has for their life. Just as we won’t know the can contents until we open it, similarly, we will only discover the treasure inside the person as we walk a road with them, and see how they grow and mature in their relationship, just as we are busy doing with Christ.  
Here at Chartwell church, we give you a label with your name on it. This is for the sole purpose of being able to greet you by name and assist forgetful people like myself to get to know your name as you visit 



more often. This morning we gave some of you another label too, a word that describes you. If this was the only thing we knew about you, how would we react towards you, especially if our perspective was not from 
a Church environment, but rather from the perspective of the ‘World out there’?  
Take a look at the words in the Scripture reading: 
Tax collectors 
Thieves 
Prostitutes 
Sinners 
This was the way in which people, with whom Jesus hung out with, were described. 
Reading: Luke 23:26-43.  

26 “As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 
country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of people 
followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and said to them, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children.29 For the time 
will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts 
that never nursed!’30 Then they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”  

(Hosea 10:8) 
31 “For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 32 Two other 
men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed. 33 When they came to the place called the 
Skull, they crucified him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”34 And they divided up his clothes by 
casting lots. 35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 
38 There was a written notice above him, which read: this is the king of the Jews.39 One of the criminals 
who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other 
criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 
41We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 
wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.(Some manuscripts) 
come with your kingly power” 

43Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  
Even when Jesus was crucified, the description of the two men crucified with Him, was not of them, but of 
the crimes they had committed. Instead of focusing on His own innocent suffering, and the abuse being 
hurled at Him, Jesus responded positively to the repentant thief, and just saw a person who was lost, not 
the thief, as he was labeled.  
When Jesus started His ministry He read from Isaiah 61:1-2 
 
“The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from 
darkness for the prisoners,[a]2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn,”  
 
The descriptions of people here were; poor, brokenhearted, captives and prisoners. 
If I should ask you this morning, do you find any of these descriptions positive, and would you want to  be 
associated with any of them?  
We live in a broken world.   
What does matter is the state of our hearts and our willingness to be used by God. Jesus is alive, and 
through the Holy Spirit He is alive in us. Like Jesus, we are the ones now called to look beyond the labels 
we assign to people, and love unconditionally with His love. We are called to change. If we preach that Jesus is Alive, we need to live it out in the world, by the love we 
show to all people! I am not talking about a mushy type of love here, but a love that works itself out in 



action, as we reach out to people around us, looking past labels and loving them in practical ways. Especially loving them into Eternity, by caring about the condition of their hearts. 
There are only two categories of people in the world today that matter, the saved and the unsaved. 
It might seem as if I am going against what i just preached, but that is the way Christ viewed people. People 
who are in a relationship with Him, part of His family and those who he also died for, but who haven’t yet 
realized their need for Him as their Saviour.  
Matthew 25:31-34, 41 
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 
32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. 
 

Let us start by looking at those around us, through His eyes. As fellow believers only, whom we are 
called to love as family, as well as those who are “lost”. To love them enough to invite them into a 
relationship with Christ.  

What is your response going to be? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


