
 

  
Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 
Title:  “Jesus submits to authority” 
Series: “Living like Jesus lived” 
Text:  Mark 14:36 
I am going to read out some statements and ask you how you feel about them at the end.  You do 
not need share. a. You need to submit to the authority of the Zuma government 

b. You need to pay your taxes 
c. You need to pay your e-tolls 
d. You need to submit to the elders 
e. Ladies, you need to submit to your husband 

What is your reaction inside of you? 
Our initial reaction of submitting to authority is probably largely an emotional one, but these 
emotions are very powerful drivers in our everyday behaviour. I think we need to confront the 
issue of submission to authority once and for all, and the first issue we need to deal with, is the 
authority of the Word. 
There is a doctrine called the ‘Inerrancy of Scripture’, which means that some believe the word is 
without error, while others believe it does have errors and inconsistencies within. 
I want to read a short article on this as a background by Michael Boldea Jr. (Hand of Help 
Ministries).   
I have edited some of the difficult language 
 
The heading he used was …Redefining Scripture:  
Some men consider the redefining of Scripture as a harmless intellectual exercise and nothing 
more. They surmise that the mental gymnastics one must perform, in order to make the Bible say 
something it clearly doesn’t, simply exercises the mind…sort of like doing crossword puzzles, or 
the word jumble in your Sunday paper.  
 
There are stages to reinterpreting the word of God, and trying to make it say something it doesn’t, 
and the first of these is the ‘what if’ stage. The ‘what if’ stage is also known as the ‘Did God really 
says’ stage, made popular by a serpent in a garden 2000 years ago. The devil is good at sniffing 
out inconsistency, he is good at sniffing out the flesh’s propensity to find the non-existent middle of 
the road wherein it can do what it wants outside, and still enter in when the time comes.  

 
After the initial seed is planted, the mind begins to play the ‘what if’ game in earnest. ‘What if it 
was just contextually relevant to the traditions of the Jewish culture and the times they were living 
in? What if, in interpreting the Book from the Hebrew and the Greek, they used a different word for 
sin? What if Jesus didn’t really mean that?’ Eventually, inevitably, given enough fuel and time to 
ponder, the mind will come to the question the flesh was attempting to have asked in the first 
place, ‘what if there really is no such thing as sin, and we’ve been too hard on ourselves all 
along?’  

 
And this is where it gets tricky. The flesh being the flesh, begins to look, not for a contrary 
viewpoint to its newly seized upon realisation, but for validation of it. The flesh will never seek out 
someone who will tell it why it is wrong. It will always seek out those who will tell why it is right. 
(Think about this when you next go to someone for advice – my insert) 



 
We conclude certain things, because we reject the notion of obedience and submission, then go 
about seeking ‘shepherds’ to validate the conclusions we came to due to our rebellion. Some men 
just won’t accept the notion that Jesus meant what He said, so they take it upon themselves to 
soften the blow, dilute the content, and water down the message.  

 
If anyone attempted to do this in real life, they would likely be charged criminally, prosecuted, and 
even sentenced. Just for a second imagine someone changing a ‘Danger - High Voltage’ sign by 
writing the following; ‘may experience slight tingle if touched’. Or, if someone took the warning 
label from a bottle of drain cleaner, which clearly spells out that if ingested it may be fatal, and 
replacing it with, ‘may experience slight tummy ache if ingested’.  
 
I realize this sounds silly, but it is exactly what men have been doing of late when it comes to the 
Bible’s warnings about sin and rebellion. The warnings are clear, but men have taken it upon 
themselves to either paint over the warnings, or attempt to minimize them somehow, to the point 
of them being deemed as nothing more than mere suggestions, not to partake or participate, 
rather than the danger signs they really are.  

 
Men can redefine Scripture to their heart’s content, but try as they might to convince Him, try as 
they might to convince themselves, God will not bend to the will of men, nor will He accept the 
newly minted definitions of His eternal Word. All will stand before Him on that Day of Days, and 
many will be cast into the outer darkness, because rather than simply obeying and following after 
Him, they took it upon themselves to tell God what He ought to say, or what He should have 
meant.  

 
The biggest problem with questioning the doctrine of inerrancy of scripture is “what is correct and 
what is not”?  Once we do that, we begin to play God and I think this is like removing the “High 
Voltage” sign. 
Can we agree on our foundation – the Bible – as it is – unaltered? Can we agree that if we follow 
Jesus, we need to follow his example? 

 
Jesus acknowledges five important things in this one verse that I am about to read – see if you 
can identify them… 
 
Mark 14:36. 36 “Abba, Father,” he cried out, “everything is possible for you. Please take this cup of 
suffering away from me. Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” [Relationship, trust, authority, 
headship & submission] 
 
The first one is Relationship with his father. Keep in mind that Jesus is the son of God – part of 
the triune Godhead (also known as the Trinity). He calls God: “Abba, Father” – young Jewish boys 
would call their father Abba, a term used to express intimacy, so he has an intimate relationship 
with his father. 
 
The second one is Trust 
” Everything is possible for you”.  He did not doubt for one minute that God could do what he was 
about to ask and he knew he was asking for something huge – what was that? 
Take this “cup of suffering away from me”. Let’s not gloss over this too quickly, because it might 
help us understand what we should be prepared to go through for God our Father.   
Jesus was not asking God to spare him the pain of the cross.  When we suffer as Christians, we 
suffer with the power of the Holy Spirit in us; God is with us; Jesus is with us (Hebrews 13:5 “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you”).   
Jesus was about to suffer carrying the burden of all the sin in the world WITHOUT God … and he did not do anything wrong.  I don’t know about you but I have held onto the Lord during tough 
times and I have heard many a Christian say: “I don’t how the non-Christians face their 
circumstances without Jesus.”  Well, Jesus went through all that without God, for us! 



 
The third is Headship 
While he is equal with God in the Godhead, (because he is God the Son), he acknowledges his 
Father as the head, the same way the husband is the head of the home.  The husband is equal 
with his wife but carries the role of spiritual headship.  Each person in the triune Godhead has a 
vital role to play.   
God the Father is the head, God the son is our saviour, and God the Holy Spirit sanctifies us, he is 
the one who helps us become more like Jesus – more holy each day.  (John 14:26 26 “But when 
the Father sends the Advocate as my representative, that is, the Holy Spirit, he will teach you 
everything and will remind you of everything I have told you”). 

 
The fourth is Authority 
He acknowledges that God has the final say: He asks him nicely, he does not demand: “please 
take this cup from me” – which recognizes the Father’s authority to approve or not approve. This is 
repeated when he says: “Yet I want your will to be done, not mine.” 
 
Lastly, He understands submission and he submits:  
Submission means to accept someone’s authority, be subject to it – and to obey it.  It does not 
help to acknowledge that someone has authority but not to obey it.  It does not help if we 
understand submission in our minds, but refuse to comply. 
We accept that the government has authority over us, they can make the laws of the land, but we 
do not need to obey them.  Does this sound right?  No.  Then why do we not want to pay our 
taxes?   
I know this is a hot potato right now since President Zuma fired Pravin Gordhan.  Social media has 
been buzzing with ideas like “let’s not pay our taxes” so that we can pressurise him into making 
better decisions.  I do not see that as biblical, and it is a good example of what I am talking about. 
(Rom 13:1-7 speaks about submitting to the authorities and actually uses taxes in the text).  
Jesus accepted God’s authority and obeyed it, we need to do so as well. 
There is only one exception to this (in Acts 5:27-42) and that is if the authorities ask you to sin.   
Notice also that Jesus submits and obeys no matter how difficult the mission is – we spoke about 
the agony of carrying the sin of the world upon himself without God, and he was perfect. He 
submitted even when it was the hardest thing to do.  
There is an inherent trust in the Father that he knows best, and as a result, Jesus is blessed.  We 
need to really understand this.  Submit even when it is tough  Trust God, that he knows what’s best even when the road is rocky  

 
The key element of submission is to place our will second/ below/ behind that of God’s will.  Jesus 
said: “not my will but yours.” This is the tough one because actually, we prefer to do things our 
own way, in other words, we prefer the easy road in the short term. 
We forget about the blessing of eternity – that’s too far away, I want comfort now. So what’s going 
on?  Like the article I read in the beginning - it is sin and rebellion against God when we decide to 
go our own way and not to submit. 

 
I strongly believe we need to repent if we have been putting “self” first and rebelling against the 
authority of the Word. I am going to ask for a time of silence as we all come before Almighty God 
the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. If you feel you have put “self” first, OR have a 
rebellious heart; OR perhaps you have even questioned the errancy of the Word - and you want to 
repent, let’s do that now. This is between you and God - but please do not do this if you do not 
mean it. 
 
Let’s pray quietly 


