
 
Sermon notes  
Preacher: Philip de Klerk 
  Title: Doing the Father’s Will  (=Building on the Rock)>                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Text: Matthew 7:21-29 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Some years ago whilst employed at an architectural firm, I was responsible for a client’s new house, starting with some pencil sketches that the director did, 
until completion on site, next to Harold’s Bay on the Garden Route. 
After the design drawings were approved, the tenders done, and the engineer and contractor appointed, excavations began on site, and what was revealed 
was that a large portion of where the house was -to- be, was solid rock.  
The engineer presented 2 options to amend the proposed foundations. The one option, namely a reinforced concrete raft foundation, was much more 
expensive; and it would be a very permanent solution. 
The client, being an engineer himself, liked the idea, gave the approval, and when the raft foundations was poured, everyone was very pleased and excited.  
Today, if you visited that house, you would see, a well-designed house, with a tiled floor, with no indication to tell you what type of foundation was used. 
Who of you are aware that not every house that looks good on the outside, has good foundations?  You can have a humble abode with very good 
foundations, or you can have a mansion that could collapse at any time, because of poor foundations. 
4 Examples: 



- Have you ever heard of a house on the coast that collapsed into the sand? 
- Or have you heard of residential buildings built in clay, where deep pile foundations were done to reach far down to provide suitable support for the 

building? 
- Or have you heard of a building where the water table is too high – built too close to a wetland – and the water has penetrated into, and breaking the 

structure? 
- Lastly, in Gauteng, have you heard of a house collapsing into a dolomitic sinkhole? 

I think you get the point. Just briefly, here is an example of an article on News 24 published on October 5, 2011:  
Sinkholes threat to houses in Gauteng - News24 
Two weeks ago, part of a street in Centurion collapsed due to a sinkhole 
So we understand in the natural how important good foundations are. Let’s pay careful attention now to: Why Jesus compared the one who DOES the 
Father’s will, with a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
In this passage our Lord Jesus reveals the promise and good will of our Father in heaven, and His inheritance to those who obey His Will. At the same time, 
the profound implications and seriousness for those who ignore the message.  
Please turn with me to: 
Matt. 7: 21 – 29. (NIV) 
21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will 
say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I 
will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, 
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 
28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their 
teachers of the law. 

1. Introduction: Doing the Father’s Will  
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In many bible translations there is one heading for verses 21 to 23 and a separate heading for verses 24 to 29. But these headings were added 
afterwards, and when the Lord Jesus gave the Sermon on the Mount – it was all part of one message. 
Both passages relate to DOING the WILL of the Lord: v21 & v24 – and this follows from the statement Jesus made in the previous passage in verse 
16 by their fruit you will recognise them.  
 
Is Doing the Father’s Will a popular message? 
 
 
Why is this message not popular? 
If the message was, “Jesus wants to soothe you today”, it might have been more popular, but that is not the Gospel – and would not deal with the root 
of the problem of sin. 
Is there a temptation not to do the will of our Father in heaven? 
Well firstly, Jesus does not call us to obtain a righteousness of our own by our own deeds; but as believers, who have already been made righteous by Him, He does expect us to live our faith – and DO the Father’s Will. 
Just as a house built on a rock involves knowledge, combined with experienced actions and deeds, in the same manner, we cannot divorce our 
faith in Christ and in His word, from deeds. 
For example:  In our culture, word and deed are often separated. You can obtain a degree at University based on word studies, whereas no one 
can receive a University degree for their deeds.  
And someone who has a Master of Business Administration degree, can advise business owners, based on their knowledge, even though they 
don’t have the experience of having run a business of their own.  
But Jesus did not leave room for us to have a passive intellectual faith separated from deeds and the Father’s will. 
See also John 8 verse 31:31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold on to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  



The question is: Am I DOING the will of the Father?    
 

2. The example of Jesus: seeking the Father’s Will in word and deed. 
Jesus knew the Word when He walked on earth - being God, the Word in the flesh. (John 1:1) “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” 
 Yet He did not merely rely on His knowledge of the word, but He made use of every opportunity, to draw close to and pray to the Father, through 
the Holy Spirit, for His will to be done:  
Mark 1 : 35 says “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where He prayed.” 
I have risen very early in the morning, left my bed to go to the couch in the lounge, and fallen asleep again. So, there is wisdom in leaving the house, 
and going off to a solitary place. When is the last time we did this? 
Dr. Luke begins his account of the gospel in Acts 1:1  
“I wrote about all that Jesus began “to do” and “to teach” until the day he was taken up to heaven...” 
 

3. The foolish man who built his house on sand 
We have a responsibility as children of God, that have been made righteous by Christ – TO DO; but not just “to do” any deeds that seem 
appropriate, good or godly to us, but ‘to do’ the will of the Father.  
22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many 
miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 
Jesus is saying many will say, “But Lord, did we not do all these (godly) things in your name?”  
Be fair and reasonable!  
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Did we not serve you?  
What eternal shock and regret for those, when it turns out they have not done the Father’s will. 
I heard a song the other day, with the words, “if you use all your time to chase money, what happens when your time runs out? You cannot buy time 
with all the money in the world.” 
Jesus says: “only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven, will enter the kingdom of heaven” 
And the Saviour says the dreaded words:  “I never knew you” (I cannot think of anything worse). 
So, if the ‘deeds of the many is not the will of the Father,’ then their righteousness is a self-righteousness.  
It is important to understand that the best of deeds does not make us righteous! We are made righteous by Christ alone.  
So, our deeds, “to do His will” are the fruit of faith in action, because of being in relationship and fellowship with the Lord.  
Because of his faith, the wise man will combine word and deed, according to the will of the Father. 
It is so vitally important that we spend time with the Lord, to ‘hear’ Him, and then to be equipped by His Spirit to be able to ‘DO’ accordingly. 
Paul gives us an example when he speaks about deeds in Rom. 15:18-19 
“I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what I have said 
and done, by the power of signs and wonders, through the power of the Spirit of God.” 
It is therefore not just to perform any action, but to be the hands and feet for Christ, and for His work according to the will 
of the Father, by the power of His Holy Spirit. 
 
Am I DOING the will of the Father?    
 



4. A house built on rock :  
 
(a) What is the House that can withstand the storm? 

A house and a home must be one of the most wonderful blessing given to us by the Lord, apart from parents, children and marriage.  
Let me ask you a question: In view of the destruction that comes in a storm when a house is built on sand, where then is the safest place on this earth? 
According to Jesus – it is right in the middle of the will of the Father. It is a house built on rock that will withstand the storm. 
The safest and most wonderful place is “doing the will of the Father”.  
Who or what is the Rock? 
Jesus! 
Jesus is saying He is the Rock and hence Foundation - specifically for:  
“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice.” 
According to God’s word we are all builders; but only for the wise man is there an inheritance to enjoy – because he built on the right foundation.  
So deeds are very much part of our faith in Christ according to Jesus. Angus Buchan says, “faith is a doing word” - and that is 100% true. 
We have to live our faith in the Lord. 
The complete gospel includes more than just words, but deeds according to the Father’s will. 
It is the will of the Father that His WORD AND WILL be put into practice and demonstrated with His power. 
This is to be done by allowing Christ to work through us.  

In practical terms we have to be devoted to Scripture and to spending time in His Presence, to hear from the Lord, and to obey Him.  



And if we are not hearing from the Lord, and we are not spending time with Him in His word, this is like waiting for a phone call whilst our cell phone is 
switched off. 
We are compelled to pray, confess, proclaim and witness. And when we receive from the Lord it overflows to others, that they may also live therein. 
The question is: “Am I DOING the will of the Father?”   
  
5. The greatest example :  
Jesus illustrated this in John 5:19 
 19 “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also 
does”. 
Just as the will of the Father is meant to overflow from word to deed, and to become a dwelling built on the rock, so the Holy Spirit follows the 
preaching of the complete Gospel, and confirms His word.  
Jesus taught before being taken up into the heavens in Luke 24: 
“The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name 
to all nations.” 
And his teaching was put into practice by the disciples as we see in the book of Acts.  
“Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed His word by the signs that accompanied it”. Mark 
16:20 
To end with, each one of us need to ask:  
“Lord Jesus, Am I DOING the will of our Father in heaven?”    


