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What is the difference between Spiritual maturity and character? 
We often talk about a person being spiritually mature, but do we see how that person has 
matured his/her character and become more like Jesus?  
 
When we sit in church and just listen to a sermon we increase in knowledge about Jesus.  The 
more knowledge we get, the easier it becomes to slip into a mindset that says that the more 
information we have, the more spiritually mature we are. It doesn’t. We are fooled into thinking 
we are changing and growing in the Lord, when in actual fact, all that has grown is our knowledge 
of Him and nothing else.   
 
Think back to when we started this series on living like Jesus lived.  What has changed in your 
heart - your character and behaviour, so that you can say you are living more like Jesus?  As I ask 
these questions, take a moment to assess yourself. If you are not sure, ask the Holy Spirit to 
show you.  Think of real examples in your life. 
 

 Are you aware of how others see your behaviour as a true reflection of Jesus? 
 How has your prayer life changed? Are you regularly spending time with Him?  Are you 

listening more and asking less? 
 How well are you doing in putting other’s needs above your own? 
 Do you know what God’s will is for you? Are you actively seeking His will? Are you 

consciously remaining in Jesus as the true vine? 
 Is your yes a yes and your no a no?  Do you keep to your commitments and your 

promises? 
 
Today’s scripture is taken from Matthew 21 where Jesus was questioned by the Pharisees.  In his 
amazing way of handling difficult people, he tells a story of 2 sons who were asked to go to their 
father’s vineyard.  Let us read from Matthew 21:28-32 (NIV) 



28 “There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in 
the vineyard.’ 29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 30 “Then the 
father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I will, sir,’ but he did not go. 
31 “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first,” they answered. Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God 
ahead of you. 32 For John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did 
not repent and believe him. 
Which of the 2 sons are you? 
Jesus said to the Pharisees that the prostitutes and tax collectors (the most hated people in their 
society) would be forgiven and enter the kingdom of heaven before them – why? Because they 
accepted God and obeyed him.  The Pharisees said they wanted to do God’s will but did their own 
thing and constantly disobeyed (Like the second son who said Yes, but did nothing).     
We are given a choice – either to live like Jesus or not.  Jesus gives us everything we need to live 
a life like Him – he is our example – we model ourselves on what he said and did.  His Word, the 
Bible, is full of His truth if we only seek it and then apply it in our lives. Building our character. 
The Holy Spirit is here to help us do that – we don’t even have to do it on our own.   
 
This is a direct challenge to each one of us here today.  Let us not take it lightly.  Jesus is saying, 
make a choice TODAY.  Which of the 2 sons are you and will you change? Will you allow Me to 
mould you into My likeness, My character? 
   
Let us do a reality check.  

 How many times have you said something that you had no intention of going through with?   
 Or, you said yes and then never bothered to let the person know that you would not be 

able to get there, or fulfil your promise?   
 How many times have you been late or just not pitched for a work meeting?  
 How many times have you been late or just never pitched at church? 
 What about your promises to the Lord: 
 “Lord, I will spend time with you every day” and a week goes by and nothing has changed. 
 “Lord, I want to honour you” but your behaviour, attitude and thought patterns tell a 

different story. 
 



Jesus quotes from Isaiah 29:13 when he speaks about people who are hypocrites “These people 
say that they are mine. They honour me with their lips but their hearts are far away.  And their 
worship of me amounts to nothing more than human laws learned by rote.” 
 
Which of the 2 sons are you? 
 
There is an inward and an outward sign of character.  We know that God looks at the heart, and 
He says that what is in the heart will come out in our behaviour. The word Christian, is supposed 
to mean one who is following the ways and teachings of Jesus Christ. We are told that we are to 
follow His example and walk in His steps (1 Peter 2:21). 
So, if this is the case, shouldn’t we be asking what His standard of conduct is for us? What 
could be more important than seeking to please the Lord, by thinking and acting in a way 
that is consistent with His Word, and His eternal values?   
 
There is a story about the FBI being called into a small town to investigate the work of what 
appeared to be a sharpshooter. They were amazed to find bull’s-eyes drawn all over town, with 
bullets that had penetrated the exact centre of the targets. When they finally found the man who 
had been doing the shooting, they asked him how he had been able to shoot with such accuracy. 
His answer was simple: First he shot the bullet, then he drew the bull’s-eye around where it had 
hit. Is that not like some of us?  We know His standard of conduct for us is the bullseye, but we 
often live it backwards.  We move the bullseye to fit our agenda and our lives.   
 
God is not honoured by such a haphazard approach to living. He has called us to live our lives 
with precision and clarity of focus on HIS unchanging BULLSEYE. 
 
The Chartwell Village Church anchors itself on 3 principles: 
Jesus centred 
Holy Spirit Led 
Bible based 
We are the church.  Therefore, these must be our principles as well. 
Jesus centred 
Holy Spirit led 
Bible based 
 
If someone visited us, would they see this reflected in everything we do?  



How about outside of this church building?  What if there was someone who had not read the 
Gospels about Jesus and never heard about Him.  If this person were to follow you for a week 
(the literal fly on the wall), would they see Jesus?  Would they be able to tell you the character of 
Jesus and how he lived?  We must take responsibility in calling ourselves Christians, to live true to 
our convictions.  No longer can we say, “Look to Jesus, don’t look to me”.  Jesus is saying “No.  I 
want people to look to you.  I want people to see me (Jesus) in you.”   I don’t know about you, 
but I don’t want to be called a hypocrite by Him.   
 
The central standard for our character and therefore our behaviour can be summed up in what 
Jesus called the greatest commandment: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37).  
Let me link it back to the 3 principles we live by.  

1.  Jesus centred, in that He is the lens through which all our values, behaviours and 
standards must be seen through, the filter we use in EVERY decision and EVERY choice we 
make. Jesus told his disciples that the question must always be: “Does what I am doing 
please God?”  “Do I live out what I say I believe and profess to be?”   

2. Holy Spirit led – we cannot do this without His Holy Spirit in us, helping and guiding us 
through our day.  Otherwise it is us behaving on the outside with no change in our heart at 
all. 

3. Bible based – His truth in the Bible must be sewn into our hearts as the complete way to 
living a life that is pleasing to God.  We are to set our lives against this commandment as 
worship to God.  Allowing God through Jesus and the Holy Spirit to work in our hearts and 
change our character so in everything we do, we please Him.   

 
The second part of the commandment Jesus spoke of in Matthew 22 is to love our neighbour as 
ourselves.   

1. Jesus centred – Jesus valued everyone, no matter their age, background or even their 
attitude towards Him. Jesus said we are to serve others with humility, forgive others even 
when they hurt us to the core.  Jesus went so far as to say we need to love our enemies, 
and pray for them.  Did Jesus not do all of this when He died on the cross for us?  He even 
asked the Father to forgive us when he was in such physical, mental, emotional and 
spiritual pain.   

2. Spirit led – loving others is sometimes really difficult to do.  The Holy Spirit gives us 
wisdom and discernment on how to love others.  He convicts us when we hold 
unforgiveness in our hearts and ALWAYS points us to Jesus as our true model. 



3. Bible based – throughout the Bible we are given examples and instructions, guidance and 
commands on how to live this second commandment.    

 
Until we love God and love others according to His standards, and put Him and others first (not 
ourselves), what we have learned about living like Jesus over the past 6 weeks will remain an 
academic exercise. 
 
I want to go back to the parable of the 2 sons.  Why did the first son change his mind and go to 
the vineyard?  What did this show about his character?  Could he have been Jesus centred, spirit 
led and bible based?  
 
One way to see if you are living like Jesus lived, is by your fruit.  Do you produce good fruit?  We 
know that the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control.  This is the outward result of an inner self.  It is sometimes easier to 
assess ourselves by the end result rather than just the activity.  We can go through the motions 
and act like Christians, but does it produce good fruit?  Can others find Jesus through us by our 
fruit?  People are malnourished because our fruit is not rooted into the vine of Jesus.  It is rooted 
in our own desires which do not give life to anyone. 
 
Jesus challenges each one of us…. How well are you doing?  Have you grown in character in 
areas that truly matter and have eternal value?  
 
Which of the 2 sons are you? The second son answered “Yes, Father” but never followed 
through.  Today, if you are not serious about changing, your yes means nothing! 
 
You may be saying, “How do I do this?”   
Let us look at some areas where we can develop our character and live like Jesus.  

1. Develop a deep personal honesty through radical self-confrontation. Invite the Holy Spirit to help 
you here.  Ask Him to reveal your character to you and to convict you.   

2. Submit everything you are to God. Follow through with this submission with obedience. 
3. Ask the Lord for forgiveness and change. 
4. If it is not of God, get rid of it!  Cut it off! Rip it out if you have to! 
5. Decide to make God’s standards your standards. Learn to love what He loves and hate what He 

hates.  



6. Spend time in His Word but also time in His presence.  The best growth times are spent with the 
Lord, quietly listening to His voice.  Treasure these times, and never give them up.   

7. Fear God.  Develop a healthy respect for Him. “The fear of the Lord” teaches us to love what is 
good and hate what is evil (Rom. 12:13).  

8. Fill yourself with God’s Word in your heart, mind and soul. Use his Word to influence your 
thoughts, words, actions and attitudes. At the end of the day, ask yourself, “Did I behave true to 
God’s standards?” 

9. Make your Yes be Yes and your No be No. 
10. Know you can’t live the Christian life in your own strength. Submit yourself and be guided by the 

Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:18).  Allow Him to pull out the weeds of self and replace them with the truth 
of Jesus. 

11. Be personally accountable to others for your moral and spiritual development. Give others the 
permission to hold a mirror up to you. 

 
Again, which of the two sons are you? Which of the two sons do you want to be?   
 
Reflect on this for a moment 
 
God is serious about us being more like Jesus.  So if you are serious about this and you truly want 
to make a new commitment to change, pray silently with me: 

 
I submit myself to you Lord.  I submit to your ways and your will.  Forgive me for not being 
serious about my walk with you.  Thank you for your grace and mercy.   I commit to seeking you 
in your Word, Lord.  I know your Word has everything I need to learn to live a Godly life.  I 
submit my all to you – my intellect as well as my heart Lord.  Let me not just be a person with 
knowledge but a person that brings glory to you through my character.  Change my heart to align 
with your standard that I may live like you in everything I do, say, think and feel.   Holy Spirit, 
would you lead me always to Jesus. Remind me of this commitment and convict me on my 
behaviour.  I want to be like you Jesus.  Amen 


