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Putting other people first 
Purpose Statement: To motivate the people to follow Jesus’ example in 
putting others first, to serve as He served. 
We are challenged to follow Jesus and follow His example as He proactively 
put the needs of others ahead of His own. 
Let’s start this morning on a different note: 
Let’s see how well you know your Bible? 
Who am I?  
(Adam) 
I am one of a kind - or I was, until God gave me a helper, but this “helper” got 
me into trouble. 
(Abraham) 
I am a wealthy man, but due to circumstances, we had to move to another 



country. My wife is very beautiful and because I was fearful to make this 
known, I introduced her to the king of that country as my sister. It was just 
safer that way. Safer for me. 
(David) 
I was out on my balcony one afternoon and I saw this pretty girl bathing. I 
liked her, so I decided to have her. Consequences didn’t really bug me 
because what I say goes. 
(John and James) 
My brother and I like to argue, he always thinks he is better than me, so we 
came to a compromise. We will let the Rabbi decide who of us will sit on His 
left or right one day when He rules! 
(Peter) 
I am in a bit of predicament here, I have been following this really great 
Teacher for a few years now, but I am afraid my loyalty is being tested 
tonight. He was arrested. I really don’t think that I am ready to die yet.  
What do these guys have in common when we see what they revealed about 
their character? 
Me! 
The problem for me lies therein that we are centuries away from the life and 
culture these people lived 2000 years ago. In general, we live very demanding 
lives here in Gauteng. Life is hectic, especially with jobs, family, traffic, 
extramural activities, church activities, demands at home. Oh yes, we also 
need to fit some social and ‘me’ time in. And just to complete the picture, we 
need our sleep too. 
Time waits for nobody and there is only 24 hours in a day as you know! 
Even with all the technology we have at our disposal to make our lives easier, 



we seem to have less time available than ever. 
How can I put the needs of others ahead of mine when I never even seem to 
find the time to get to my own needs? 
As a man especially, living in Johannesburg, I find this to be very challenging. 
What about me?  When do I get a turn? 
Who cares about me? Where do I find fulfillment in life? My job, my house, 
my children, my social activities? 
Surely it is ok for me to be selfish, because somebody has to look after me 
too.  I am only human after all. 
This morning we come to our third sermon in the series of living like Jesus. 
Last week Norman challenged us to pray like Jesus, and this morning, we are 
being challenged to put the needs of others ahead of our own needs, as we 
continue to look at living like Christ. 
John 13:1-13 
“It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come 
for Him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved His own who 
were in the world, He loved them to the end.  The evening meal was in 
progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under 
His power, and that He had come from God and was returning to God; so He 
got up from the meal, took off His outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
around His waist. After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash 
His disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around 
him.  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are You going to wash 
my feet?”  Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later 
you will understand.”   “No,” said Peter, “You shall never wash my feet.” 
Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me.”   “Then, 
Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as 



well!”  Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their 
feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of 
you.”  For He knew who was going to betray Him, and that was why He said 
not everyone was clean.  When He had finished washing their feet, He put on 
His clothes and returned to His place. “Do you understand what I have done 
for you?” He asked them. “You call Me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, 
for that is what I am.  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.  I have set you an example 
that you should do as I have done for you.  Very truly I tell you, no servant is 
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him.  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.” 
John 13:1-17 NIV 
At the start of His last evening with His disciples Jesus sets the bar high, by 
demonstrating in a very practical way, what His expectation of them is. To 
serve others as He served them by washing their feet. 
This was only done by the lowest of the servants and definitely not done by a 
leader of His stature. He was very clear and there was no way that we could 
misunderstand this requirement of His. 
Feet washing is definitely not something that we do in our modern culture, 
except perhaps when we do it as a symbolic act, like we did when we 
celebrated the remembrance of the Passover meal last year. 
Most of us modern day followers of Christ, can even go as far to say, that we 
are quite comfortable with the “washing of feet” to remain a ‘symbolic act.’ 
It is very interesting when we read the first few verses of this chapter. 
“It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come 
for Him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved His own who 
were in the world, He loved them to the end.  The evening meal was in 
progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot, to betray Jesus. Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under 
His power, and that He had come from God and was returning to God; 



so…….” 
Jesus found His identity in His relationship with His Father.  If we look at 
Jesus’ life as revealed to us in the 4 Gospels, His Father confirmed Him at 
crucial times during His ministry. For example, just after He was baptized and 
before He went into the desert for 40 days. Jesus knew at all times who He 
was and what he was sent to do.  
Do you know who you are or is your identity bound to circumstances or 
opinions here on earth?  
What makes you, you? 
If I asked you to describe yourself to me, would it be in terms of your job, 
your family, your involvement here at church or your hobbies? If I asked you 
directly here this morning what the Father thought of you what would your 
answer be? 
Do you believe that in Christ you have been given a new identity not bound 
to anything here on earth? 
Yes, we live in the here and now, but should our identity also be linked to the 
here and now? By whose standards are you measuring your self-worth as you 
sit here this morning? 
Isn’t this part of the Good news of the Gospel? We are human and we are 
born into sin and selfishness, but Jesus died on that cross that we should no 
longer live by earthly standards, or by what is temporary.  We are destined to 
live eternally. 
We are called to live by His eternal standards. 
John 10:10 states that Jesus came to give us life in abundance. But before we 
get all carried away by the “high” opinion that God has of us let us not forget 
that Jesus clearly said that the servant will never be greater than the Master 
and that if the Master came to serve, the servant should serve all the more. 



Jesus came and set us free, free to serve. Free to consider others more than 
ourselves, because our self-worth is no longer linked to their opinions of us, 
but to His calling on our lives. 
So as we are called to live like Jesus, what is Jesus calling you to do 
specifically this morning?  
How are you doing on the selfishness meter? Are there aspects of your life 
where Christ may be challenging you to put others first? 
 
 
 
 
 
 


