
 

 
 
Sermon notes  
Preacher: Philip de Klerk 
Title:  Unveiled Faces  
Text:  2 Corinthians 3: 15-18    2 Corinthians 4: 3-7                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
THE LORD JESUS IS THE ONE THAT REMOVES THE VEIL: 
2 Corinthians 3: 15-18 (NIV) 
15 Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. (That is the Israelites) 16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is 
the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate[a] the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.  
2 Corinthians 4: 3-7 (NIV) 
3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness[a] made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of 
Christ.  
7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. .......................... 

 
1. The Veil and the Mystery : 

The word “veil” in Hebrew means a curtain separating the presence of God in Holy of Holies from the rest of the temple and from the people.  



Because of the separation of sin, only the high priest could enter the Holy of Holies, once a year, on a certain day, called the Day of Atonement.  
Anyone else entering would die. 
Who can tell me what happened to that veil when Jesus died on the cross? Matt 27:51  
 
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 

But the veil in this passage is not physical; it is an invisible veil that covers and blinds hearts and minds, so that the good news of the glory of the gospel 
becomes hidden, and this is therefore a mystery. Ephesians 6:19 (NIV) speaks of this mystery: 
19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel,  

And 1 Cor. 2: 7–9 says: 
7 No, the wisdom we speak of is the mystery of God[c]—his plan that was previously hidden, even though he made it for our ultimate glory before the world began.  
8 But the rulers of this world have not understood it; if they had, they would not have crucified our glorious Lord. 9 That is what the Scriptures mean when they say,  
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard, 
    and no mind has imagined 
what God has prepared 
    for those who love him.”[d] 
10 But[e] it was to us that God revealed these things by his Spirit. For his Spirit searches out everything and shows us God’s deep secrets. 

 
2. What does the Veil do?   

The veil conceals, disguises or obscures the path of following the Lord Jesus into the freedom where the Spirit of the Lord is.  
It can suppress and destroy identity, vision, perception, revelation and freedom! In Chapter 4 v 4 we read, 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers – and as 
a result people are perishing.  
 
Who can tell me when the veil between man and God came to be?.................                 
The fall of man! 



Right back in Genesis 3:4-5 (NIV) the enemy set a trap for the woman with a counterfeit promise that, “your eyes will be opened” (implying that she was under a veil). 
 
. 4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.” 
 
But of course there was no veil, there was a most wonderful relationship and fellowship with the Lord - face to face, able to enjoy the perfect things God had prepared for 
them as His children.  
 
This was the enemy’s trap for the destruction of man’s relationship of trust with the Father.  
 
In the same way, the enemy continues to try  to set traps to this day.  
 
That’s why it’s nothing strange for a Christian to be accused of being under a veil – or not open minded;  
 
Whilst the reality is that the world is under a veil, and it is only removed by the Lord Jesus; only then do we experience true reality and freedom. 
 
If you remember one thing from this sermon; it is that the Lord Jesus is the One that removes the Veil.   
2 Cor.3:16 16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 
 
And who is the Lord: 2 Cor. 4: 5 says: 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.  
 

3. Can a Christian have a Veil?  
 
Can a Christian turn away from the Lord? Can a Christian sin? 
Unfortunately yes. 
The enemy is constantly trying to sew the veil back on, and if that were possible – to remove our union and freedom in the Lord. 



 
2 Cor.3:16: 16 But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is FREEDOM. 
 
So, what do we need to turn from, and where do we turn to? 
Do we turn to Paul and his writings?  
Do we turn to the latest Christian teachings and revelations from the United States, Hong Kong or Singapore?  
 
No, we turn from self-centredness, from being the  master of our own destiny,– because that is what got us in trouble in the first place – towards becoming Christ centred.  
 
2 Cor. 4: 5 we turn to Jesus: 5 For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. (2 Cor. 4: 5).  
 
And how do we do this?  

 The Holy Spirit helps us when we turn to the Lord Jesus. 
 One of the names of the Lord Jesus is Wonderful Counsellor – which is also the name for the Holy Spirit. Because Jesus, the Father and the Holy Spirit are One. 

 
Remember also to turn to His teachings: 
 
See: 1Tim 6: 3 says: 3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not agree to the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are conceited and 
understand nothing. 
 
See also John 8: 31- 32: 31 To the Jews who had believed him (here Jesus is speaking to believers), Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 
32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you FREE.” (John 8:31-32 (NIV) 
 
Who can give me one teaching of the Lord from the top of your head?  
 



1. Mark 4:19 (NIV): but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful. 
 

2. John 13:34-35 (NIV):34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

3. John 10:10 (NKJV): 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly. 
 

4. Matt.28:18-20 (NIV): 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

It is so easy in life to get absorbed into the busyness of life, or fall into a comfort zone and get distracted.  
A veil is anything that brings about a separation of your relationship with the Lord – and it brings bondage – which is the opposite of true freedom. 
Examples: ask the congregation 
An idol is a veil.  
Fear (false evidence appearing real) and worrying is a veil.  
Personal comfort, pleasure and luxury can easily be a veil.  
Addiction is a veil.  
The love of money is a veil.  
Pornography is a veil. 
Man-made religion is a veil.  
Man-made theology is a veil. 
Sickness can be a veil.  
Shame, condemnation and guilt can be a veil.  
Both poverty and riches can be a veil. 



A work and a career is a blessing but can be a veil.  
When you think you know everything you are guaranteed to have a veil. 
However, we do not need to walk around with veils.  
No, the scripture says, when we turn to the Lord the veil is removed (2 Cor. 3:16).  
 

4. The Old Covenant and the New Covenant : 
2 Cor. 3 : 7-10 says : 7 Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved in letters on stone, came with glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face 
of Moses because of its glory, transitory though it was,  
8 will not the ministry of the Spirit be even more glorious? 9 If the ministry that brought condemnation was glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that brings 
righteousness!  
What is therefore the difference between the old covenant and the new covenant? 
 
The old covenant is the ministry that brought death – (because the law revealed people’s disobedience and sin which lead to death). This is the ministry that brought 
condemnation (v 9). 
 
Whereas the new covenant is firstly the ministry of the Spirit, and secondly the ministry that brings righteousness! (v8&9) And its glory is surpassing and does not fade away. 
 
Under the old covenant salvation depends on your perfect obedience of all the laws.  
 
Under the new covenant salvation comes by relationship with Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
 
The old covenant is a covenant God made with man. 
 
Whereas the new covenant was made within the Trinity itself. And Jesus kept His side on our behalf. 
 



For those who are happily married – of whom I can include myself by the grace of God - the new covenant is similar to being in love with your spouse; and not wanting to do 
anything to hurt your spouse, valuing what is important to them, and wanting to do the things that please them.  
 
In the 4th century the influential Christian author St. Augustine wrote – “Love God. Then do whatever you want”. On the surface that may seem like a license for sin; but when 
we genuinely love the Lord, and are in love with Him – we trust Him and want to do what honours Him most, and we want to be trustworthy. 

 
5. Freedom and the Spirit of the Lord 

“TRUE FREEDOM”, “TURNING TO THE LORD”, AND THE “HOLY SPIRIT” is inseparable 
FREEDOM is our inheritance: ...where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is FREEDOM (2 Cor. 3:17b) 
Believers are already unveiled – so do not allow anything to become a veil in your life again. 
The veil is torn; and our hearts and minds are a temple for the Lord through His Spirit. This union and freedom is a mystery to the world. But not to those who keep on turning 
to Him  
To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. (Col. 1:27 /NIV) 
That is way John 15:5 says – abide in the Lord. If a man remains in Me, and I in him, he will bear much fruit! 
To turn to the Lord is therefore best described by the example of marriage.  
That is freedom with purpose, which we receive through our Lord. 
I close with reading the following that someone wrote : 
My Beloved, 

I know some times, you feel as if there is a veil over your eyes.  
There are many things you won't understand about this journey, but one day I will lift that veil, and you will see that I had a plan, and a divine purpose, for all you have walked 

through in this life. 
One day I will touch your cheek, and wipe away the very last tear you will ever cry.  

One day you will see Me face to face, and heaven and earth will no longer keep us apart.  
For now, My beloved, I give you My Spirit to guide you every day, and I command My angels to stand guard over you, until the day of My return. 

Love, 
The Unveiling Prince of Peace 



  
"Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known." 

 
    ~1 Corinthians 13:12(NIV) ~ 


