
 
Sermon Title: Empowered by the Holy Spirit 
We are standing at the beginning of a new year, an exciting and challenging 
year for us as a church. 
A year where we as a church body are called as a whole to fulfil the calling 
that God has placed on us as a body of believers and not just on us as 
individuals. 
I referred to us firstly as a body of believers because that is what we are as a 
church. We are not a social club or even a group of likeminded people that 
have come together to make a difference in our community. 
We are here this morning as a group of believers called together to worship 
Christ in word, spirit and in deed here in Chartwell. We are here together 
because each one of us believes that God has called us as individuals to serve 
Him together as part of His body here in Chartwell. 
Let us read together from Acts 1: 1 – 9(NIV) 
“In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and 
to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he 
presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 
kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave 
them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about.  For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with  the Holy 
Spirit.”   Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He said to them: “It is not for 
you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.”   After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a 
cloud hid him from their sight.” 



We as a church have been called to follow the Acts 2 model of being a 
church. 
Which simply means that we as a church live out our calling together to serve 
God. We believe that we are all called to serve and reach out to the 
community together and not just certain believers or professionals like a 
pastor. The work of reaching the community and meeting the needs of the 
church body is ours together. 
We all have one thing in common that brings us together and that is our 
belief in Christ as our Saviour. 
As we look towards the year before us, I must admit for me as an individual, 
the task ahead seems a bit daunting. How do you feel about 2017 
That is why the scripture that I shared with you this morning fills me with 
excitement. Yes, as a church, I know we believe in the Power of the Holy 
Spirit but have we really as a church been in a position that we need to 
depend for our very survival on the power of the Holy Spirit. Waiting on the 
Lord? 
Yes, we have seen how God has grown our church and keep us going 
financially and seen how God has worked miracles in our lives as individuals. 
I really believe for us to fulfil our calling as a church body we need the Holy 
Spirit to empower and draw us together as a body. 
Acts 1: 8 states “that we will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
us” 
We all received the Holy Spirit when we became believers  
Rom 8:15 “The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live 
in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”” 
The Holy Spirit does not just witness with our spirits that we are sons and 
daughters of God but He does so much more. 
He is the One who empowers us on a daily basis to be able to live the life that 
Christ called us to live. 



This morning, I really want us just to focus on that corporate anointing and 
also the anointing for us as individuals that can only come from Him. Where 
He empowers us as a church together to live out His purpose.  
Firstly, the empowerment or strength from the Holy Spirit only comes when 
we not only worship Jesus as our Saviour but as our Lord too.  
When we come into a relationship with Jesus we normally focus on Him 
being our Saviour and that is right because He saves us from the ultimate 
penalty for our sin. We also get excited about His love for us and the new 
relationship we are welcomed into but in all this we then tend to forget that 
He is our Lord.  
It is only as we really submit to Him as Lord, that is with no will of our own, 
that He empowers us by His Spirit to do the work He has called us to do. 
We, as a church follow the example that Jesus set for us. If Jesus spent time 
every morning submitting Himself to the Father shouldn’t we be doing the 
same?  
How much of your time with God do you spend submitting to Him? When 
you, and I am including myself in this, spend time in prayer, how much time is 
about asking and how much time about submitting? 
In our daily lives how much time do we spend worshipping God just for who 
He is, not asking for anything? 
This is exactly what happened to the church on the day of Pentecost. 
They were together as one body worshipping when the Holy Spirit came 
upon them. 
 “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 
Spirit enabled them.” Acts 2:1-3 



The Holy Spirit came upon the 120 believers that had gathered there 
together and as a result 3000 people were saved. 
This was not the only instance that the Holy Spirit came upon them as a 
church. As we clearly read in the following text. 
Acts 4:31” After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was 
shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of 
God boldly.” 
As we as a church seek to follow their example, we too need to come 
together in prayer, losing ourselves in worship and ask for this anointing 
together. 
As we believe that the empowerment of the Holy Spirit wasn’t just for that 
time but for us too now as a church we should really be doing that more 
because without the Holy Spirit we might as well just be a social club for the 
good the we will be doing as a church here in Chartwell. 
Luke 11:13” If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him!” 
It is only if we take God at His word and boldly ask the Holy Spirit to infill us 
as individuals that we will be able to be the church that he called us to be.  
The Holy Spirit works through all of us as individuals to build up the church. 
As we come together we then have church as Paul described it in his letter to 
the Corinthians “What then shall we say, brothers and sisters? When you 
come together, each of you has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a 
revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. Everything must be done so that 
the church may be built up.” 
1 Corinthians 14:26 NIV 
Therefore as we go now into a time of waiting(Include individual prayer)and 
worship together let this be the plea of our hearts together before God. Let 
us be united in prayer asking the Father for His Holy Spirit to infill us as 
individuals and work that unity for us as a body. 


