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Title:  Ambassadors? 
Text:  2 Corinthians 5: 16-21 
 I hate cancer with a passion because I lost my dad, my sister, my mother in law and a dear friend to it. My mom lived to the day she passed away at the age of 94 with that fear. I hate cancer because of the destruction it leaves in people’s lives. If I came across a cure for cancer, I would for every moment of the rest of my life make sure that nobody else would ever suffer that devastation ever again.  If I feel that way about cancer. How should I feel about sin?  Cancer causes temporary death. Sin causes permanent death.  I have the answer to sin's devastation but what am I doing with it?  
 Text: 2 Corinthian vs 5:16-21 NIV 
 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting peoples sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christʼs ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christʼs behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God 
 God is Holy, totally set apart from sin. Last week Philip reminded us that God is love, he also mentioned that God is Holy. For us as humans we can really relate to our God as Love but when we are faced with God being Holy, a very definite sense of discomfort appears. 
 Our sinful nature doesn’t resonate well with God’s holiness. We tend to try and avoid anything that might point out to us that we have fallen short or have missed the mark. 
 God cannot but hate sin because He is holy. That puts us in a dilemma because of our sinful nature. I started this message sharing my hatred for Cancer. God hates sin because He is Holy. Therefore in Christ, God created us to be a new creation. 
 Who of you here this morning feels like a new creation and that you have dealt decisively with your sinful nature? For myself, I must admit that I find myself most of the time in a love-hate relationship with my sinful nature. I don’t always hate the sin present in my life, because it feels like that old tattered and comfortable T-shirt that should really have been thrown away long ago. 
 This is very much like how Paul describes the relationship with sin in Romans 7:21-25 
 “So I find this law at work: Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22For in my inner being I delight in Godʼs law; 23 but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and 



making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me. 24What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death? 25 Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a slave to Godʼs law, but in my sinful nature  a slave to the law of sin.  In Verse 21 of 2 Corinthians 5, we read that God made him - that is Jesus Christ, who had no sin to be sin for us. 
 What was Paul saying here? 
 Most of us here, if not all, will accept that Christ had no sin. He went to the cross with no sin to take our punishment for our sin. We are quite horrified by His physical suffering on our behalf and thankful for it. 
 As we said earlier God is holy but that means He is also totally righteous. It is not right to punish an innocent person that severely.  But on that cross Christ took all the sin of humanity upon Himself, from the sin of Adam and Eve, right up to the last sin that will be committed just before His return. 
 When God the Father looked to Christ on that cross all He saw was sin, all of it and His righteous anger could only be satisfied by enforcing fair punishment on that sin. This was the real suffering that Christ endured for us. Let’s just pause here for a moment and imagine the scene at the cross. In the physical sense, we see Christ almost unrecognizable as a human being, hanging on the cross. We don’t see in the spiritual sense is where God the Father is forced to look away from His beloved Son, because all He can see is the sin covering Him,  being holy, He has to turn away! 
 This moment in eternity, the most unspeakable thing happened to Jesus - total separation from the Father, something that had never happened to Him before and will never happen again.  May I for a moment have all the people’s attention that suffer from Obsessive Compulsive Disorder.. Imagine for a moment that you can’t stand any dirt on you, the smallest spot of dirt would send you running for soap to get rid of it immediately and suddenly you are totally covered with the dirtiest of dirt imaginable and the person closest to you is turning their back on you in disgust. This may give you the tiniest inkling of an idea of the horror of Christ on that cross. He suffered it voluntary for us. 
 God the Father expended His full wrath for sin on Christ. Justice was served to the highest accuser’s standards.  
 Christ paid completely and totally for all sin on that cross, this is why we can quote Romans 8:1 with full confidence. “Therefore there is no condemnation, whatsoever, for those who are in Christ Jesus.” He took all our sin so that we might get all His perfect righteousness, meaning that we are now in right standing with God, the relationship has been restored. 
 Because of this righteousness, we should now hate sin and detest any part of it in our own lives. 
 There is also no reason why anybody should not be able to be reconciled with God. Christ did not die on the cross for just some people or just some of our sin. He died for all people and all the sin. 
 Conclusion As ambassadors, we are to implore people on Christ’s behalf, to be reconciled to God.  
 God because He is Righteous, had to punish sin without mercy, to the maximum. Jesus took all the sin ever committed and will still be committed to the end of time, on Himself and the punishment He suffered encompassed all of God's wrath. 
 



As ambassadors of reconciliation, we need to live and share that truth. Christ did it all - so there is no need for anyone to ever face the wrath of a Holy God or believe the accusations of the evil accuser, the devil. The barrier that separated all mankind from God is no more from God’s perspective. . Sin has been dealt with. All we need is to do is respond, by accepting Christ’ sacrifice on our behalf, a sacrifice we personally are incapable of, and to submit to Him as our Lord and Saviour. Everyone can be in a relationship with God, and nobody need suffer the destruction that sin brings into their life in the present, or for eternity in death.  Are we, as an Acts 2 Church, going to act on this or not 


