
THE ROYAL LAW: 
Mark 12:30 - 31 & James 2:8 (NIV): 
 
Good morning Church, 

1. INTRODUCTION :  
Some time ago Di preached a powerful sermon from Mark 12: 30 (NIV) - where Jesus named the 
greatest of all the commandments (Deut. 6:4, 5 & Lev. 19:18) 
30 Love the Lord your God - with ALL your HEART - and with ALL your SOUL- and with ALL 
your MIND - and with ALL your STRENGTH.’[f]  

I was lead to focus on the next verse; namely verse 31: where Jesus said: 

31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’[g] There is no commandment greater 
than these.” 
And this same Scripture is repeated in James 2: 8. 
However I soon found myself on a journey that went back to verse 30; my attention focussed on the 
word “love” and from there leading to related Scriptures,that we will also look into.  
Please note, this morning I am preaching as much to myself as to you) 

(1) We will first look at verse 31 - Love your neighbour as yourself. – to see how this flows from : 
(2) verse 30 – to love God (and I am paraphrasing : intimately and wholeheartedly) – and that 

this : 
(3) is a response to God’s incredible and amazing love for us;  
(4) That His love flows from His very name, character, nature and identity. 

 
  2. VERSE 31: ROYAL LAW 

In Mark 12: 31 Jesus quoted from Lev. 19:18. This is repeated in the other Gospels; but also quoted 
in James 2: 8 (NIV): 
8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbour as yourself,”[a] you are 
doing right.  
Question: Do you know why this is called the Royal Law in Scripture?   
Answer: Not because it’s part of the 10 commandments; but because it’s God’s law that He kept and 
submitted to Himself. 
 
Someone wrote the following: The gospel is Jesus manifesting the Royal Law.  
 He looked at us with love and said "If I were them, what would I need?" God loved us with all His life, 
heart and soul. He gave Himself for us. He put Himself in our shoes. He loved us as Himself.  
 
So we should live by this law. As He did for us, we should do for others. He loved us; let’s love them. 
He put Himself in our place; let’s put ourselves in the place of others He lowered Himself to raise us up. 



 
Let us also lower ourselves to raise them up.  
 Ask yourself, "What would I need if I were them?" Then give it to them.  
 
Those who live by this will be blessed by the King. Lives, souls, hearts, and journeys….. Everything in 
theirs and your life will become royal. 
 

3. VERSE 30 : “AGAPE” LOVE :  
Let’s go back to verse 30 of Mark 12. As Di noted, we only have one word for “Love”; with which we say everything from - I love chocolates or peanuts – to I love you etc. And its meaning has been much 
distorted in the world that we live in.  
The New Testament was originally written in Greek and The word “Love” in verse 30; is similar to 
that used in verse 31 – the word used is “Agape”. 
This is one of 4 different Greek words for love used in the New Testament, (“Storgos” – without love; 
“Phileo” – Friendship;” Agape” – God’s love; and “Eros” – self centred egoistic - selfish love) 
Bob Mumford’s book “Agape Road” was a great help in my understanding and preparation and I have 
referred to it frequently.  
Agape is used to describe the love that is of and from God according to His will, whose very nature 
is love itself: It is God’s absolute, by which He measures all things (Acts 17:31). It is ultimate reality. By definition Agape does not love because of beauty or value. It is a love that comes out of God’s 
own character, nature and identity. 
“God is love” (1 John 4:8 & 16). God does not merely love; He is love itself.  
Everything God does flows from His love.  
But Agape is also used to describe Our love for God (Luke 10:27). So, we have to love the Lord and 
our neighbour with the same type of love that He has for us. 
 
4. THE HUMAN DILEMMA: OPPOSITE OF “AGAPE” 
However, another Greek word for love in the NewTestament, Eros, paints a very different picture. 
In 3 John 9 Paul writes: I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will not welcome 
us. 
 Diotrephes was a first century church leader; so Eros is not only limited to unsaved people, but even 
appears within the church. The essential meaning of Eros is the desire to possess or control. It does 
not seek to be accepted, but to gain possession. In this instance, Diotrephes used control to exert 
himself and maintain a position. 
 
This is a distorted kind of love fuelled by selfish will, personal advantage, self interest, self seeking, 
and self pleasing. See also Phil, 2:21 “for they all seek after their own interests, not those of Christ 
Jesus” (Paul writes this about believers in the church). No one is exempt from Eros – it is natural to 
the old self. The problem is - “no one can free us from that which we still love” (Mumford). 
 



“Eros” has even infected the church. That which should heal and deliver us from our selfishness – has 
the capacity to reinforce our self interest – learning how to get things from God; instead of loving God 
and each other with pure motives.  
There is mention of yet another Greek word  in the New Testament associated with “Eros” – this is” 
Porneia” – which is used in many places as the word for “evil”. (Agape Road – Mumford). 
 
This is where the word pornography originally came from. The Greek symbol for Eros is a serpent 
consuming its own tail. It is a refined form of corrupted love that has become so distorted, that it’s only 
purpose is to meet its own needs.  
It means something like “All evil is love for God that has been twisted and sold for something else” 
(Mumford): Paul explained evil as fallen man “exchanging God’s glory” for his or her own desires 
(Rom. 1:23). 

 5. THE SOURCE OF “AGAPE” : 
Now, I don’t know about you; but I want to know more of God’s Agape love; and where we find it in the Bible:   
“God is love” (1 John 4:8 & 16) : 
It’s very interesting; in the Old Testamentwhen Moses asked God to show him His glory? God choose 
to declare and reveal His name, character, nature and identity:  
Exodus 34: 6 – 7 (NIV) 
6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and 
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 
children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation.” 
Exodus 34: 6 – 7 (NKJV) 
6 And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, 7 keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity 
and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.” 
This is God’s self-revelation of who He is. As Scripture says “God is Love” – these 7 attributes describes the source of Agape Love: God’s character, nature and identity. The last part of verse 7 
deals with an 8th item, namely judgement.  For the purpose of understanding God’s Agape love let’s 
focus on the 7 attributes. 
Now keep in mind: Jesus, Father God, and the Holy Spirit are One: So these characteristics stay the same. Keep in mind Jesus came to reveal His Father to a hurting world.  
Note, there is a strong correspondence between the attributes in this passage and 1 Corinthians 13. 

1. Compassion  
(For example: The father of the prodigal son felt compassion for him, and ran and embraced 
him, and kissed him” – Luke 15:20) 
 

2. Grace 



Christ is gracious because God is gracious. The word means to find favour, kindly, friendly, to 
show grace and forgive offenses, to impart blessings. Luke 4:22 (NIV): 22 All spoke well of him 
and were amazed at the gracious words.....   

3. Slow to Anger 
Patience. Note, it was anger that caused Moses, the meekest man on earth, to strike the rock 
in anger; and this caused a distortion of the glory of God. He then missed the privilege to 
enter the Promised Land. This is because Moses misrepresented God as one who is easily 
angered. 
 

4. Mercy 
To overlook injuries or to treat an offender better than he deserves. (I desire mercy and not 
sacrifice (Matt. 9:13a). “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36). 
 

5. Truth Truth is conformity with fact or reality. Jesus said to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life” (John 14:6). 
 

6. Faithful 
The only way to the Father is by means of the faithfulness of Christ. Christ keeps the 
covenant on our behalf Heb. 7:20 – 22; and we enter as participants of His grace and 
recipients of His covenant faithfulness. 
John 14:6b (NIV): 6 Jesus answered, “.... No one comes to the Father except through me. 
 
Bob Mumford writes: In light of God’s faithfulness, the Scripture, “I will never leave you nor 
forsake you” (Heb. 13:5b), can be seen as more of a threat than a promise. When God sets His covenant faithfulness on us, we have only 2 ways to go: the easy way or the hard way.” 
 

7. Forgives: Iniquity, transgression and sin. 
 2 Corinthians 5:19 (NIV): 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.  
“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” (Matt. 6:12).  
 
 
 6. THE PURPOSE OF “AGAPE” : 
 

Question: WHY DID JESUS DIE ON A CROSS FOR OUR SINS? 
Why did Jesus come?  
Who says ‘alvation’? That is partially correct, as it relates to judgement; but it is not the ultimate goal. 
He came for more than our salvation. It was God’s will to bring us to Himself; to be close to Him; to 
walk with Him in obedience; to trust and enjoy Him; and to have fellowship with Him. 
John 14:6 (NIV): 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me.”  
John 17:3 (NIV): 3 “Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent.” 
It was God’s will to bring us to Himself as FRIENDS.  



John 15: 15 Jesus says: 15 “I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you FRIENDS, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you.” 
 

7. CONCLUSION 
As a result of the fall of man and sin; and the wrong idea of love, the concept of Father in society has 
been twisted and damaged. No one in the history of the world has been more misrepresented than God 
the Father. He has been maligned, condemned, and spoken against because He does not defend 
Himself. But He calls us his children to present Him to the world. 
 To return to Mark 12: 31 – There is 3 important things in conclusion to note before we close: 
No. 01  
God is the best Father there is, ever was, and ever will be. If someone’s love is twisted everything is 
twisted. This takes us to the centre of all Christian truth, namely;our (Agape) love for God in response 
to His (Agape) love - must be accompanied by dying to our old self with its “Eros” nature.  
No. 02 
If we walk away today with a task list of new things to try on how to love God and our neighbour more 
in self effort, we will have missed the point.  
If we receive the “Agape” love of God; then self effort disappears – we need simply to learn to love 
God; and then our obedience and love for others will joyfully flow from there. 
No. 03 
Lastly, Jesus is Agape (Love) Incarnate. God is Love. So, how does His Love take root in our 
innermost being? 
By the anointing of the Holy Spirit!  
Through the Holy Spirit we become filled to overflowing with God’s Love. 
So God’s Holy Spirit is the Spirit of true Love. 
Zechariah 4:6 (NIV): “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty.” 
There is nothing more precious than God’s Agape love that springs from His Fatherhood.. 
May I ask that each one of us take the time to consider where we are with loving God, and our 
neighbour; 
Please ask the Lord in prayer to fill you with His Agape love; and to increase our capacity to love Him 
and to love our neighbour as ourselves. 


