
words mindlessly?  Or do we come into the presence 
of the Almighty God and worship him? 

b. What flows from this? 
17. Imagine,  
18. we are ALL in fellowship with each other – sharing meals 

together – breaking bread – remembering what Christ did for 
us  

19. we are ALL filled with the power of Holy Spirit 
20. the gifts of the Spirit are being exercised by ALL 
21. we are ALL worshipping the Almighty, 
22. we are ALL in constant prayer with Jesus 
23. Notice the ALL in each sentence – as you analyse the 

passage, the ALL and THEY gets repeated frequently.  This 
is a thread throughout … there is no passive role 

24. What flows naturally is a Deep sense of awe came over 
them (v43) 

25. And then it says AND … the apostles performed many 
miraculous signs and wonders 

26. Was this just for the Apostles at the time?  NO NO NO 
27. Remember Jesus’ command in Matt 28:18 … “I have been 

given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go 
and make disciples of all the nations” 

28. Go and replicate what I have shown and taught you to other 
disciples – other followers 

29. This is Jesus’ multiplication model 
30. So we too, need to do this – ALL OF US 
31. Underlying this passage is counter to what the world teaches.  

The world teaches: what can I get?  Jesus teaches: be part of 
a community, fellowship and what can I share.  What can I 
contribute?  How can I participate? 
 

32. Q: Do you want to be part of an Acts 2 church?  If yes, decide 
today to help make it one. 

 
 
 

 
 Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 
Title:  “What is Church” Text:  Acts 2: 1-4; 42-47  

 
1. Intro 

a. I have been asking this question: Are we aligned with 
God’s will regarding church? 

b. Been researching the Bible carefully 
c. Start with a survey… please be honest and do not say 

what you think the answer should be but rather what 
you honestly think, feel and believe 

2. Survey 
a. What do you expect to “get/receive” when you come to 

church on a Sunday? 
b. What else do you feel that the church should provide 

you with - outside of the normal Sunday service? 
3. Read Acts 2: 1-4 and 42-47 (NLT) 

On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting 
together in one place. 2 Suddenly, there was a sound 
from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it 
filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what 
looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled 
on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, 
as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.  
 



42 All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching, and to fellowship, and to sharing in meals 
(including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer. 43 A deep 
sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles 
performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And 
all the believers met together in one place and shared 
everything they had. 45 They sold their property and 
possessions and shared the money with those in need. 46 
They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in 
homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with 
great joy and generosity*—47 all the while praising God 
and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day 
the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being 
saved.  
 

4. Discuss in groups of three what this passage tells you about 
church and how it should be? 

 
5. Feedback from groups 

 
6. Activities of a healthy church 
7. V1 Met in one place – mentioned again in v44 – twice – 

there is no question that they came together as a big family. 
Church is not optional.  I go to cell on a Tuesday so no need 
to come to church (I know I am preaching to the converted) 

8. Filled with the Holy Spirit – this is the starting point to 
everything.   

9. V38 “Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, 
and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit” 

10. John 14:15 … 13 And now you Gentiles have also heard the 
truth, the Good News that God saves you. And when you 
believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you 
the Holy Spirit, whom he promised long ago.” 
 

11. So, if you do not believe in Jesus and you are not filled with 
the Spirit, but you want to, please remain after the service 
and allow someone the privilege to pray with you today. 

12. They spoke in tongues as the Holy Spirit gave them this 
ability – people exercised the gifts of the Spirit.  Tongues 

does not mean you are filled with the Spirit…. BUT, it does 
mean that as you are filled with the Spirit, you should be 
exercising the gifts … word of knowledge, prophecy, faith, 
word of wisdom, healing, miracles, discernment, tongues, 
interpretation (1 Corinthians 12) 

13. Devoted to the Apostles’ Teaching – devoted - from the 
Greek word “eimi” to be; be identical – so aligned to the word 
of God that you are “being the word”; identical to the word – 
that’s incredible! 

 
14. Fellowship/ Breaking of bread 

a. Fellowship – from the Greek word Koinonia – 
fellowship, participation – people were engaged with 
each other; you can imagine how well they knew each 
other because they knew what their needs were, 
enough to share amongst each other.  This is not the 
fellowship we do over tea and coffee after the service.  
This is to get together and share a meal – it does not 
have to be elaborate – it is amazing how the fellowship 
goes deeper when you are talking over a meal. 

b. Breaking of bread: not the way we do it today – this 
often went hand in hand with a meal – the important 
issue is that they remembered what Christ did for 
them.  It is a wonderful way of taking the focus off 
ourselves and our tough situation and remembering 
what Jesus did for us.  We should do this more often 

15. Prayer 
a. The Fellowship I mentioned above is with each other.  

How devoted are we to fellowship with Jesus?  
Devoted to prayer.  The best prayer times I have is 
when I am writing down thoughts as I spend time with 
Him.  It really helps me gets close to Jesus.  Do we 
pray to him like he is sitting in the chair next to you and 
you are having a conversation with him? 

 
16. Worship 

a. V46 they worshipped together.  Worship – Greek word 
means “devoted to” – are we devoted to God?  Or do 
we just sing songs? Do we come looking to be 
entertained by a great music band?  Do we say the 


