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Introduction: 
Glen’s story about flying with your instruments 
The Question this morning is: 
How many of us are still flying just by sight? 
How is that going? 
What does God expect from us? 
Are you able to fly by instruments only? 
 
What does it mean for you this morning to fly by your instruments? 
 
The title of my sermon this morning is taken from 2 Corinthians 5:7 “For we live by faith, not by 
sight” 
 
Let us look at our scripture reading 
 
2 Corinthians 5:6-10  
6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are 
away from the Lord. 7For we live by faith, not by sight. 8We are confident, I say, and would prefer 
to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So we make it our goal to please him, 
whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in 
the body, whether good or bad. 
 
This is taken from Paul’s Second letter to the Corinthians 
 
In Chapter 4 he deals with the realities of life and many of us can relate to a certain degree with 
what he writes there and I would encourage you to go and read it. 
He speaks about carrying this treasure, the gospel message, in clay jars. 
The clay jars he was referring to were very fragile and broke easy. 
 
How many of us feel on a daily basis, that we are like clay jars, that our lives here are very fragile? 
 
He then goes on and speaks from Chapter 4:16 
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 
being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 
eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal 
 



He goes on in the beginning of chapter 5 speaking of our bodies in heaven and the contrast to our 
bodies now. 
It is in this context that he writes our key scripture: 
“For we live by faith, not by sight.” 2 Corinthians 5:7  
 
Paul, here is longing to be in Heaven with God but he is realistic that he is still here on earth with 
the challenges we face on a daily basis but looking forward to being in heaven with God one day 
and that is his motivation for carrying on. 
He states that we live by faith 
. 
1.       What is Faith? 
It is good for us then to have a look at how God’s word defines faith and for this definition we take 
a look at the big chapter on faith in the Word, Hebrews 11 and verse 1 
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. “ 
 
Although Paul didn’t write Hebrews this reads similar to 2 Corinthians 4:18 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal.” 
 
We started this morning’s message with Glen sharing on flying using the reality of your 
instruments and not trusting his eyes. 
So faith is believing something we can’t see yet as it is more true than what we can see. 
 
Believing what GOD’S Word has to say about our circumstances rather than what the world and 
the reality we live in shows us currently. 
As we are here this morning, what is your current situation, some of us are in the blessed situation 
where it is looking good and we are comfortable and happy. 
 
For others the reality of the situation might look quite different and life is looking very uncertain and 
we are not at all confident in what tomorrow might bring. If we look at the reality, we see out the 
window and it fills us with fear. 
 
How many of us have looked at our reality at any given moment and feared for the worst? 
Feared that tomorrow you won’t have a job or be able to find a new one. Living with the reality that 
tomorrow could be your last day or the last day of a loved one. Tomorrow you might get your fears 
realised by receiving that failed mark. 
  
We all live with these fears daily, rational or irrational but it doesn’t make a difference - they are 
our fears and they define our reality. 
Paul lived with very real fears in his day as he lived with constant persecution. 
It is in this context that he is challenging us to live by faith.  
Living by things unseen, for instance God’s providence, as they were reality. 
We don’t always experience God’s providence until the last moment or in the way we expect it to 
happen. 
 
The writer of Hebrews goes on in chapter 11 and he lists all the great heroes of faith,  
people like Noah for instance. He built the ark by faith 
Abraham was willing to offer his only son by faith 



Quite a few others 
Verse 13 was a reality for many of them 
 13All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were 
foreigners and strangers on earth.  
Your reality says one thing but GOD’s word says something else. Your reality seems to say no 
hope therefore only fear but GOD’S Word speaks of Hope. 
 
2.What do we understand about the object of our faith?   
We come to quite an important point now. 
The object of our faith. 
What do you place your faith in? 
The world loves placing their faith in luck or chance, just look at the weekly Lotto and Powerball 
sales. 
What or who we believe in defines our lives.  
More importantly, your understanding of God defines your life and how you react to situations  
What is our understanding of God? 
 
Hopefully you are sitting here this morning because you are in a relationship with Christ and not 
just for the biscuits and coffee later. Although I am part of the group that is on duty and the biscuits 
will be good. 
Is your understanding of Christ, God the Father and the Holy Spirit based on the truth of the Word 
or some understanding you have picked from experience or from someone else’s understanding? 
We need to base our understanding on the truth and the basis of our truth is GOD’S word! Any 
understanding you picked up elsewhere might not be totally accurate. 
  
God gave us His word the Bible because He reveals Himself to us in His word. 
 
Only if we know His word can we know Him. 
  
As we know Jesus is also called the Word. 
  
So the Bible, as a book, reveals more to us about the Living Word - Christ 
 
 Earlier this year I was wondering a bit about God the Father and how He really is and Jesus 
clarified it all for me in John 14:7 
“If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have 
seen him.” 
I know Jesus and because I know Him I know the Father and the way I know He dealt with people 
the Father deals with people. 
That brings me to my next point! 
 
3.How do we build our faith?  
Rom 10:17 “Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word about Christ”.  
So our faith comes from hearing the message, not just any message but the word about Christ. 
We need to hear the Word of Christ on a Daily basis. It is only if we interact with God’s word on a 
daily basis that our faith can grow. 



Please note that I am saying God’s word not someone else’s understanding of God’s Word. 
I am very aware that as I am sharing this message with you this morning that only the scripture 
that I have quoted directly has the power to change you and build your faith. 
So get into the Word on a daily basis please. Get to know the Word for yourself so that your faith 
is built out of first-hand knowledge and not someone else’s knowledge. 
  
4.If we live by faith how do we define our reality?    
What is the reality that we live in defined by?  
How do we marry our reality and living by faith?  
So we have spoken about what faith is, Who the object of our faith is to be and how we build our 
faith. 
The sad reality that most of us live with is that we might have a lot of knowledge about God and 
His word in our heads but not our hearts. 
Head knowledge about God is great and has some use but it is only when that knowledge 
becomes reality to us that it can define us. It is only when Glen put his knowledge of how to fly by 
just his instruments into practice did his reality change. 
I used to rock climb a lot. Part of it was about conquering my fear of heights. I had no problem in 
trusting my equipment and my own abilities to climb. The crunch for me came when I got to the top 
and I had to trust the person belaying me, the person at the bottom who is controlling the rope to 
let me down safe. I had to put my trust in them and their ability to get me down safely to practise 
  
It is one thing to read that God is our Provider and yet another thing to trust, to have faith that HE 
can provide if we come to the end of our own resources. 
 
So this morning the question remains for all of us are you willing to fly by your instruments alone. 
i.e.  
To live by faith not by sight! 
 
 
 
 
 


