
Giving     Giving is biblical, but not the easiest topic in any church circle. Many different methods are applied in talking about this subject. To name a few, the prosperity gospel, where each sermon ends with an appeal for giving. Other forms are: the topic gets hammered home in different short messages before a sermon; sometimes it finds appeal as part of the entertainment, very much like paying for a movie and then getting something in return for your money. Nevertheless, this biblical principle, is very much treated as a swear word in church circles. That by itself is strange but I think the more important question is, why do I give?   In Paul’s writings we find very specific principles to answer the question regarding giving. We find his principles in letters he wrote to different churches as he interacted with Jesus’s teachings. Apart from that, Paul’s background included being extremely well schooled in Old Testament writings and preaching in grace. This makes Paul the perfect vessel to underpin the tension between the Old Testament principles and what Jesus taught. Paul wrote most of the New Testament in the form of letters, or as is also known as the epistles, to different churches explaining Jesus’s principles in Old Testament literature.   In Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth, he was addressing those who repented after his first letter of correction and rebuke. We refer to his first letter as 1 Corinthians. The letter we are focussing on today is 2 Corinthians. As mentioned, Paul was addressing only those who repented and his goal was to teach the grace of giving, provide instructions concerning collections for the poor believers in Judea and to warn against disobedience.   The questions initially were related to a swear word, and the reason is, everyone knows about giving but frowns when it is mentioned in a conversation. Which makes it, very similar to a swear word. With so many teachings and questionable motives into preaching about giving I can understand the confusion surrounding the question “why do I give?”  Giving by itself is a massive topic, which can only really be dealt with systematically or in small sections. Teaching surrounding what the church does with my giving is mostly avoided in mainstream teachings. They focus mainly on collections. The eldership of Chartwell Village Church discusses elements of the church finance at general meetings, but are more than willing to discuss detail at any time with anyone. We are not focussed on collecting, but we are focused on being good stewards of what God has entrusted us. That means we are accountable to the entire church family in how we spend God’s resources.   As from end of next month I will not be employed by Chartwell Village Church anymore so I do not have alternative motives in preaching on this topic. I can also vouch that our eldership are good stewards of God’s resources. I’ll just mention briefly what we feel the Lord asks us to do with the current resources. It is to support spreading God’s word in the Gideon’s (not me but the organisation), to support the needy, to pay rent, water, electricity, to pay salaries, licence fees, groceries and other consumables.  Those items form the majority of our expenditure. I also from the onset want to be open, that Chartwell Village Church struggles financially, but this is not the motive to my sermon. I want to be transparent that we commit to preach as the Lord leads us and currently we feel that Chartwell Village Church needs to preach into giving about twice a year. Another dream would be, to be in a position to discuss contributing to support a missionary, but all in God’s time.    



Let us get back to Paul’s letter. Please open your Bibles or devices and follow with me from 2 Corinthians 9:6-7. Remember, Paul was explaining principles to add to those believers’ understanding. Let us read,   
 6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one  who plants generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how  much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person  who gives cheerfully.”   As part of explaining 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, I want to remind everyone that Paul persecuted believers before his Damascus experience. He believed Christianity was making a mockery of God and then he had an encounter with Jesus. Paul was very in touch with the actual early church, however, initially against it. I asked myself, how can Paul be so sure God loves a person who gives cheerfully. Yes the statement is obvious, and well accepted in all church circle. But why is he so sure?   Let us imagine the early church. A church where no one had a need. That would be amazing. By a show of hands, who would agree, that a church or believers without need would be wonderful?   The church at the time of Acts 2 accurately described such a church where no one had a need. Please go and read verses 44-45 in Acts 2. Paul was aware of what happens when the church gives generously. He knew the outworking of a church with the correct stewardship. He knew that when believers were equal in status and in need that this is when the church can truly worship God and experience the outworking of the Holy Spirit.    When believers could truly choose to worship God over mammon or money, then this was the picture of putting God first. In the early church we know how the Holy Spirit was poured out and it was evident in the miracles the disciples performed. In today’s terminology, we would call that revival. This means really putting God first. So why did Paul write, God loves a cheerful giver? It has a lot to do with what we hold closest to us, and that is what money can do for us. In a sense, not what God can do for us, but rather a man-made mechanism?  Paul knows the power behind money and how the love of money causes division between God and others. Then Paul is fully aware, that this so called power is only an illusion. The only true power is God. When Paul writes, “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully”, because this person has come to the conclusion that God is the only true form of Power.  God is all powerful. Everything else is only an illusion.  If someone gives cheerfully, Paul knows that, that person wholeheartedly trusts God and is obedient to Him who created all. Someone that is cheerful is at peace because He who is all powerful is in control. Hence that person would give what God asks of Him.   Paul is not asking that we sell all our possessions, he is merely asking that we trust God and be obedient in our giving.  To put this chapter in context, Paul was discussing collection. He was talking about money. Paul adds a valid point by contrasting those who sow sparingly, reap sparing to those who sow generously and reap generously. He is speaking about our expectation. We cannot expect to sow sparingly and to see revival at the same time. It is possible, but can anyone be honest in admitting that with this mind-set we cannot say we put God first.   However, God knows our needs and He knows we need money. The verse even has that as a caution. In the tension of do not give reluctantly and do not give under pressure, God wants us to 



give from what He has laid on our hearts. He wants us to say that we truly trust Him. He wants us to be in a position where we are not influenced by human schemes or motives, but only influenced by Him. Therefore we should decide in our hearts. Meaning, we should allow God to guide us in our giving.  I feel it is important to understand that Paul had no alternative motives in writing about giving. I think Paul would have been in the best position to discuss giving. The reason being was that Paul was under the law before his encounter with Jesus. Therefore Paul’s giving was out of being pressurized by the law. Then Paul encountered Jesus and grace, which gave a new meaning to not give reluctantly. In a similar manner today’s church goers are pressurised into guilt by the churches. Again this is not Chartwell Village Church’s motive, nor Paul’s motive. He was merely adding to their understanding after his initial rebuke in his first letter to the Corinthian church.  Today’s sermon has only that motive too. Today’s sermon is not a rebuke. It is only adding to your understanding.   In adding to our understanding, we discover the only way to be cheerful, is to be at peace. The only way to experience true peace is to be at peace, not only with other human beings, but to be at peace with God. To be at peace then means we need to be obedient and trust the Lord in all we do. We should seek His face that we give from our heart. Not with our mind, as this would be a false sense of peace and trying to buy faith. When we trust, we are giving what God has laid on our heart.  We trust that God has appointed the elders to be good stewards who listen to His guidance.  Then we will be at peace. There is no better way than that to be cheerful.   Paul outlook on cheerful is answering our question “why do I give” as follows:   My giving, meaning our giving, is out of relationship with God. We seek Him and then we give according to His prompting, as He loves a cheerful giver. Our motives should be to please God, not man. In actual fact, we only give back to Him what is already His. It should make us happy to give,  as in overjoyed happiness. I always think that God gave us His best in Jesus. We should be so happy to give some back. It is a great opportunity to worship what He has done.   
 The question we wanted to answer was, why do I give? Well I only give back what is His. I give out of obedience and genuine trust. I give out of relationship and asking God to guide my heart. I give because God loves a cheerful giver. I urge everyone to spend some time with God asking Him to guide our hearts in our giving.  God bless you church family.    


