
ISAIAH 53  
ISAIAH 52: 13 – 53: 12  
 

1. INTRODUCTION: YOUR GRIEF WILL TURN TO JOY. 
A: Jesus once said to His disciples:  
20 Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief 
will turn to joy. (John 16:20/NIV). 
This is where we get the theme of today’s word: YOUR GRIEF WILL TURN TO JOY. 
But do you think this promise applies to you? Yes / No 
To what was Jesus referring when He said these words?  
Answer: The cross. And the cross has implications for us believers as well. 
B: SO LATER: when this prophecy of Jesus went into fulfilment; we see a glimpse of that sorrow in 
John 20 when Mary, Peter and John found the empty tomb.  
When we read of the empty tomb we immediately delight because we are familiar with the gospel. But 
if we place ourselves in that situation - there is a deep sorrow and grief. The disciples were running to 
the tomb in shock and unbelief at what had happened, Mary weeping etc. 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” (John 20:2 
/NLT) 
Verse 9 says: 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 
(John 20:9) / Is.53:10&11 
Just so today many Christians are experiencing sorrow and grief. 
Pause: Many of us have also lost loved ones, and will recall with crystal clear memory when we 
received the news, we remember how the world suddenly stood still; and how we travelled with a 
heavy broken heart, and the deepest of sorrow, to attend a funeral.  
Question: For the disciples; do you think they understood all of these things - that Jesus had to die and rise from the dead, that their sorrow (at that moment) would have been different? 
And it is the same for us; we have sorrow in this world; but let’s consider the implications of the cross 
for our sorrows today. 
C: BUT THE CROSS INVOLVES TWO KINDS OF SORROW..... 
We have now considered the sorrow of the disciples; and thought of our own sorrows, and maybe still 
do; but let’s now go to the book of Isaiah to read of the sorrow of the Messiah (Jesus Christ) as 
prophesied, and how this affects us today. 
Did you know that the entire gospel is summarized in Isaiah 53, starting with chapter 52: 13? 



I will be mostly reading from the KJV as this is a very accurate literal translation; and I would like us to 
delve into the very meaning of these words with reference to the original Hebrew words translated.  
 

2. TEXT : 
The Suffering and Glory of the Servant 
Isaiah: 52: 13 – 15 (KJV) 
13 Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. 
14 As many were astonished at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more 
than the sons of men: 
 (Verse 14 / NIV :Just as there were many who were appalled at him[c]— 
    his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being 
    and his form marred beyond human likeness—)  
15 So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their mouths at him: for that which had not 
been told them shall they see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider. 
Isaiah: 53: 1 – 5 (KJV) 
53 Who hath believed our report? And to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? 
2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form 
nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 
3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it 
were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 
Verse 5 (NIV) But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities;  
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

 
3. HIS SORROW & SUFFERING :  

Let’s consider the sorrow and suffering of the Messiah. 
In this passage we find the true reason why our grief will turn to wonderful joy as believers and followers of Jesus. 
Question: What do all the words marked in red have in common? 
Answer: They all deal with the incredible sorrow, grief and suffering of the Messiah; our Lord Jesus on 
the cross – and this suffering even preceded and surpassed the cross in life and death. 



Answer: The 2nd answer is that all the red words are actually ON OUR BEHALF - FOR YOU AND 
ME....... The Son of God did not need to suffer. He did that on our behalf. We deserved all that 
punishment, suffering and grief that was poured on Him. So when we read the portions in red – we could put our names in there if it were not for the work of Jesus Christ on the cross. 
SO WE HAVE TO UNDERSTAND THAT HIS SORROWS WERE NOT HIS OWN BUT ACTUALLY 
OURS; THAT CAUSED ALL THAT SUFFERING. 
ISAIAH 52: 14  
We struggle to understand the deep degradation and destruction that came over the Messiah; the 
Holy One. The sufferings is so very severe; that we need to be reminded that he overcame them, 
triumphed and was exalted on high. 
Death could not hold him! 
Verse 14 says “As many were astonished at thee”. Why? Because No. 1 The Sufferer was so 
disfigured in His appearance that He hardly looked like a man. 
But there is a 2nd reason: (2) Whilst the Sufferer was indeed disfigured He made an atonement by 
sprinkling many nations.  
That even kings will be speechless. To all who accept Him there will be a reverential awe of silence at 
the magnitude of what He has done.   
ISAIAH 53:1 
53 Who hath believed our report? And to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? 
This question is shared by all who proclaim the gospel. Many simply do not care that Jesus suffered 
and died.  
ISAIAH 53:2 Question: What does the dry ground mean? 2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. 
Answer: unfavourable circumstances – like a root growing in dry, parched ground must struggle to 
keep itself alive.  
ISAIAH 53: 3 
3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it 
were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. (KJV) 
Here follows a detailed account of the humiliation of the Messiah. People not only held Him in low 
esteem; many despised Him! 
DESPISED: Men poured on Him their scorn and contempt. 
REJECTED OF MEN: They would have nothing to do with Him.  
A MAN OF SORROWS: His chief characteristic is to be found in His sorrows. His entire life lay in 
endurance of pain and grief. 
ACQUAINTED WITH GRIEF: The actual meaning is acquainted with sickness. It does not mean that 
He was sickly in body, but that He was familiar with sickness. 



ISAIAH 53: 4: STRICKEN 
The word translated “stricken” is so strong in Hebrew that in ancient times there were many who 
thought that the Messiah would be a leper. 
This view was held in some of the early Greek translations of Isaiah which were done by Jews. There 
is no evidence for this but the words do have reference to a hateful, loathsome, disgraceful disease – 
the precise nature of which is not mentioned.  
(Afflicted: same word as was used for the afflictions God imposed on Pharaoh: Gen. 12:17a. Also: 2 
Kings 15:5 And the Lord afflicted the king and he became leprous. 
All these words are loaded with meaning. 
ISAIAH 53: 5: PIERCED & CRUSHED 
ISAIAH 53: verse 5 (NIV) But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
The 2 words chosen “pierced through” and “crushed” are among the strongest expressions found in the Hebrew language to denote a violent and painful death. He did that on my behalf and your behalf.  

Question: what does that mean to you? Thank you Lord Jesus. 
From all these preceding passages what comes out is the severity of sin. A low view of sin is 
therefore accompanied by a low view of God; and a high view of sin with a high view of God. 
 

4. THE ATONEMENT BY THE MESSIAH OUR SUBSTITUTE : THE DIVINE EXCHANGE :  
ISAIAH 52: 15 
Consider verse 15 – the word “sprinkle”. Question: What does it mean? 
The word is used to indicate cleansing or purifying by:  
BY WATER: sprinkle him to be cleansed from leprosy 7 times (Lev.14:7a) 
BY BLOOD: the priest shall sprinkle the blood 7 times before the LORD, before the veil of the 
sanctuary (Lev.4:6). 
BY OIL: sprinkled upon the altar 7 times, and anointed the altar and all his vessels, to sanctify them 
(Lev.8:11). 
Answer: He made an ATONEMENT for you and I. (Atonement means Jesus paid for our sins; in order 
that we may be reconciled to God). The difference between this atonement and the type of in the O.T. 
is that Christ / God Himself willingly became the Lamb that was slaughtered. 
 
This atonement if we go back to the water, blood and oil – changes everything. It is also called the divine exchange. In Christ you are “anointed” by His Holy Spirit! 



2 Cor. 5: 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: [a] The old has gone, the new 
is here! 

Isaiah 53: 4 
4 Surely he hath borne OUR griefs, and carried OUR sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. (KJV) / Isaiah 53:4 / Matthew 8:17) 
5 But he was wounded for OUR transgressions, he was bruised for OUR iniquities: the chastisement of OUR PEACE was upon him; and with his stripes WE ARE HEALED. 

In verse 4 the word grief means physical sickness. It means the grief and sicknesses JESUS bore were not His own but were ours. Literally translated it means: “The sicknesses of Us He 
bore”.  
Here we read that Christ carried OUR grief ON OUR BEHALF.  
And in verse 5 we read that He was wounded / bruised / chastised – for OUR transgressions / 
iniquities. 
On the one hand He is the perfect One who is righteous and holy.  
On the other hand - we who have no righteousness, but with sicknesses, griefs, transgressions 
and iniquities. 

Note: the word sickness is also used in the O.T. as a metaphor to describe sin: In Isaiah 1: 5b, 6 the 
sinful condition of Judah is described in terms of physical sickness.  
But it is clear Jesus Christ did not only die for our sins, but also for our sicknesses, and even our 
sorrows and all brokenness.  

DIVINE EXCHANGE. 
2 Cor. 5:21: 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin[b] for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 
Gal. 3:13: 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 
written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.”[h] 14 He redeemed us in order that the 
blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we 
might receive the promise of the Holy Spirit. 
He took the curse we deserved on Himself that we may receive the blessing of the promise of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Isaiah 53: 5 

Verse 5: The implication of “by his stripes we are healed”: we had possessed sicknesses and 
sorrows, and it is now understood that these were because of our transgressions and iniquities.  
For us, however, there is healing – a blessed removal of that which causes suffering; namely sin. 
“We are healed” is a complete freedom and deliverance from all those things which caused Him to die. 



The word “peace’ signifies general well being, including peace in the heart, but above all peace with God.  
Question: so why do we still hang on to our sorrows? 
Answer: FEAR: False evidence appearing as real. It is human to have a TIME frame; and 
sometimes that differs from God’s time frame. Time is in fact part of the creation; and it is relative. 
Even Einstein remarked, “For us physicists, the distinction between past, present and future is only an illusion. I don’t think it’s an illusion – but I understand that time is relative.  
It really does not make sense to give up hope and faith because something has not happened 
according to our time frame. 
Let’s choose to focus on the things we can be grateful about No.1 The restoration of our right 
relationship with our Heavenly Father.  
The type of joy Jesus gives us no man or woman or circumstance can take away from us. 

 
1. JOY IN RETURN FOR SORROW :  

So going back to verse: 15 so he will sprinkle many nations, [d] 
 
Question: So what have you received? 
 
(Afford much time for sharing........)  
Answer: As a believer you have been sprinkled. When you are in Christ, you have been 
cleansed, you have been paid for and you have been anointed and filled with the Holy Spirit 
as a believer. 
And with the Holy Spirit we have received a supernatural purpose as an ambassador of 
Christ. 
 
Isaiah 61: 
 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour     and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn,3     and provide for those who grieve in Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty    instead of ashes, the oil of joy 
    instead of mourning, and a garment of praise     instead of a spirit of despair. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness,     a planting of the LORD 
    for the display of his splendour. 
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