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(THE GREAT TRUTH) 
Good Morning Church Family, 
INTRODUCTION: 
There is a wonderful saying in Life: “It is not what 
happens to me, but what is important is how I react 
to it.”  Trials will come our way, do we react in 
absolute faith knowing that Jesus loves us and will 
work in the situation?  Or do we begin to question 
His love for us? 
If we begin to question Jesus’ working in our life 
through the Holy Spirit, is it because we know we 
are not living in total obedience to His word and 
commandments? 
How do we understand His love for us? 
Let us pray. 
The word today is taken from John 14 vs 21.  I am 
going to be reading from the NIV version. 
21“Whoever has my commands and keeps them is 
the one who loves me.  The one who loves me will 
be loved by my Father and I too will love them and 
show myself to them.” 
To put this into context, when Jesus says these 
words it was in the upper room whilst they were 
sharing a meal together. Jesus at this stage realised 
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His disciples where in need of encouragement and 
comfort.  
In chapters 13 to 17 of John’s Gospel, John goes to 
great lengths to record the close fellowship of Jesus 
with His disciples. 
They were in need of encouragement and comfort 
due to the fact that Jesus was pre-warning them 
He would not be with them much longer.  This was 
their last supper together before His crucifixion.  Put 
yourself in the disciples place would you also not 
be concerned?  I certainly would be! This man , my 
friend , my mentor , teacher , miracle worker who I 
have been so close to and developed a life time 
relationship with in such a short time is telling me He 
will only be with me a little longer, I will look for Him 
but where He is going I cannot follow. This is in John 
13 vs 33, you are welcome to make a note and 
look this up. This would definitely concern me to the 
point of needing comfort and encouragement that 
somehow we would still be in a relationship.  
If you had to ask me to put John 14 vs 21 into a 
summarised explanation this is how I would put it “A 
guide to the reward and to the cherry on top of our 
faith.” 
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Let us look at the first part of vs 21 which I have 
termed the guide - “whoever has my commands 
and keeps them is the one who loves me” - We 
have to be careful to understand the obedience 
referred to here.  There can be two motives for 
keeping commandments, one because they are 
commanded or two because we love Him who 
commands.  The first one is slavery and the second 
is liberty or freedom. 
What are these commands Jesus is referring to?  I 
believe it is the ten -commandments - let’s read 
Mark 12 vs 28 – 31 together where Jesus puts the 
commandments into context. 
The Greatest Commandment 
 28 “One of the teachers of the law came and 
heard them debating.  Noticing that Jesus had 
given them a good answer, He asked him “of all 
the commandments, which is the most important?” 
29 “The most important one” answered Jesus is this: 
“Hear, O Israel; the Lord our God, the Lord is One. 30 
Love the Lord our God with all your Heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength. 31 The second is this; “Love your neighbour 
as yourself.  There is no commandment greater 
than these.” 
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These commandments which Jesus refers to as the 
Greatest Commandments for me embodies what 
Jesus was referring to us keeping in a display of love 
for Him.  However, we must remember we are not 
saved by keeping the commandments, we are 
saved by having a relationship with Jesus, being 
centred in Jesus.  Once we are saved and have a 
relationship with Jesus we then show our love to 
Him by being in obedience to His commands.  It is 
not by works that we are saved but in love and 
freedom in Christ. (Repeat) 
Now for the second part which I have referred to as 
the “THE REWARD” - “the one who loves Me will be 
loved by my Father.” 
This is not to say that God has a condition on His 
love, but rather expresses a greater showing of this 
love towards us due to our love and obedience 
toward His Son, Jesus.  Is this not an amazing 
reward to love and obedience? That not only can 
we expect the absolute glory of God the Father to 
shine on us in Heaven one day, but also as we walk 
through this life of ours on earth.  For me this is a 
great comfort and encouragement. 
Now for the “Cherry on top” as I like to term it! “and 
I too will love them and show myself to them.” 
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What we need to understand here is Christ’s love 
for us is not dependent on our love and 
obedience, rather Christ’s love for us brings about 
our love and obedience for Christ as He works 
through His Holy Spirit in our lives.  Jesus is the Alpha 
and the Omega, Beginning and the End. His love 
for us has been everlasting. 
Jesus shows His love to us in a spiritual form through 
the Holy Spirit.  He meets with us through His Holy 
Spirit, we witness His beauty, His compassion, His 
grace, His power and His glory.  It is a very personal 
love for those who have a relationship with Jesus. 
(Repeat). 
How do we witness this love?  The answer to this 
question I believe lies in the blessing of the fruits of 
the Spirit namely; love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. 
I can recall many times in my life where I have felt a 
peace or joy come over me that I cannot explain.  
Having to make a very important business decision 
and being blessed with wisdom beyond my 
imagination or belief – realising this is of God.  Being 
in a life or death situation and having that absolute 
peace about me that I was no longer in charge, I 
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am now in my Lord’s hands and all would be fine 
no matter what the outcome. 
All our Lord wants is to have a relationship with us, 
built on obedience and love shown by us being on 
our knees, seeking Him and listening to Him.  How 
can we expect our life to be glorious for the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit if we are not listening and 
allowing Jesus to guide us. 
As I said earlier, John 14 vs 21 for me is a guide to a 
reward and the cherry on top of our faith.  How 
desperate are we to pray “Come Holy Spirit” and 
then be open to letting Jesus transform our lives in 
unexpected, unsettling and blessed ways? Notice I 
use the words unexpected and unsettling, this may 
be when we question His love in our lives, we do 
not question during the blessings. 
I return to my beginning question. Trials will come 
our way, do we react in absolute faith knowing that 
Jesus’ loves us and will work in the situation? Or do 
we begin to question His love for us? If so do we 
reflect deeply and seek Him with all we have in us 
during these times, listening to Him. Also when we 
are blessed do we notice this and thank Him for 
these blessings.     
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When we are praying, listening and seeking our 
Lord earnestly we bring joy to Him.  In turn God the 
Father and Jesus the Son respond with an 
abundant love and transform our lives through the 
Holy Spirit so we are able to be blessed in our walk, 
and so be the shining light to the world for the lost 
and broken. God’s will for us is then reflected 
through our lives making our walk a great deal 
more pleasant, not always easy as we all know but 
we can be assured of that comfort and 
encouragement, that joy and peace that passes 
all understanding. 
I invite you now to take a few minutes out in total 
silence asking the Holy Spirit to come and reveal to 
you where you are falling short in your relationship 
with Jesus. Should our Lord reveal something to 
you, either an area you need to change or a 
blessing you may have overlooked, I am then 
going to encourage you to make a note of this 
either in your journal if you have it with you or at the 
back of your bulletins (Pens will be handed out now 
if you require). After this period of silence we will 
then be going into worship when you will have an 
opportunity to earnestly seek our Lord’s face in 
these areas – as you may have noticed there are a 
few cushions in front of the cross, this is so that you 
can come forward and kneel at the cross to hand 
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this over to our Lord should you feel lead to do so.  
If you feel it necessary you could also ask someone 
to pray for you.  
What always works for me in my quiet times is to 
write in a prayer journal what I sense our Lord is 
saying to me. Then to pray and meditate on this, 
seeking guidance from our Lord through His Holy 
Spirit in order to give me the insight to deal with  
areas of concern holding me back from being my 
best for Jesus. This is my challenge to you that I 
leave you with this morning.  
Amen.  


