
 

  
Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 
Title:  “Condone or condemn?”  
Text:  John 8:1-11 
 
 
1. Intro a. Three short stories …I want you to answer the question at the end of each by a quick 

show of hands 
b. Your sister used to be a Christian.  She has back-slidden over the years.  She has been 

dating a Jewish man.  Your sister is now converting to Judaism.  After a year-long 
course she converts to Judaism – would you go to her Jewish graduation? 

c. You have a very good friend.  He is a born again believer.  He has a son who recently 
informed his family that he was gay.  He is now getting married.  Your friend invites you 
to his son’s wedding - would you go to the wedding? 

d. A member of the church comes to you as the Pastor and asks you to marry her.  She is 
marrying a guy who is an unbeliever – would you marry them? 

e. What did you base your answers on?   
i. Were they based on feeling?  You love your sister and want to support her in this 

life changing decision? 
ii. You care deeply for your friend and your church member  
iii. OR Was it based on your view of the issue?  i.e. I do not agree with her decision 

to convert; I do not agree with gays; I do not agree with someone marrying an 
unbeliever 

iv. Was your decision based on scripture?  If so, which one?  Was it only one 
scripture?  Was that scripture, in context, related to this situation?   

f. There is no scripture that directly represents any of these stories to guide us specifically, 
e.g. Jesus went to a wedding (Canaan) but it in no way deals with the issue of gays 
being married; Jesus taught in the temple but it does not deal with someone converting 
from Christianity to Judaism 

g. While this is an interesting issue to tackle, my prayer is that we also use it to 
challenge how we respond to issues as Christians, and hopefully to make the 
right choices for His Kingdom 

h. So it is topical … 
2. Topical not expository 

a. I cannot therefore just preach from 1 scripture but what I will do is apply principles from 
scripture and then apply a Jesus-centred approach by examining the heart, nature and 
character of Jesus and ask? What do you think Jesus would have done in these 
situations? 

b. Let’s begin to look at some of the aspects of this issue … 
3. Aspects 

a. In terms of how we understand scripture, is what these people are doing wrong? 
i. Converting to Judaism –She does not accept Jesus as the Lord & Saviour (not 

saved) – therefore a massive issue – she is making an eternal decision – 
unfortunately the wrong one 

ii. Gays getting married – problem (Lev 18:22; 20:13) 
iii. Marrying a non-believer – problem (2 Cor. 6:14) 



b. Do we love our family, best friend and church family – of course 
c. Do we stand for righteousness?  Of course (Luke 23:50-56) 
d. However, all this creates some tensions … 

4. We love the sinner and want to support them … But we do not want to condone the sin (Explain 
– encourage/ approve of).  

a. Jesus sets a very good example for us in John 8:1-11 (the woman caught in the act of 
adultery).  The teachers of the law and Pharisees try to trap Jesus and bring a woman to 
him.  They quote the law that someone caught in adultery can be stoned.  What does he 
have to say about this?  He says: (John 8:7 “All right, but let the one who has never sinned 
throw the first stone!”.  One by one they disappear and Jesus turns to the woman and 
asks: Did not one condemn you?”  Then he says: “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.” 

i. He is saying I do not condemn you, the person, but he is separating the sin very 
clearly when he says “go and sin no more” – in other words stop doing what you 
are doing.  He in no way agreed with (approved/ encouraged) what she had done. 

5. Jesus knowingly interacted with sinners.  The Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:1-38) (v17 
“You’re right! You don’t have a husband—18 for you have had five husbands, and you aren’t even 
married to the man you’re living with now.”)  

a. As a Jew he was not supposed to even talk to her, yet he does.  In fact, he spends 2 days 
in that Samaritan village. 

b. Jesus eats with the sinners when Levi invited him to a banquet (Luke 5:27)  
6. How do you think the family and friend in these cases would react if you stay away? 

a. Would they see you disagreeing with the sin or condemning them?  Jesus was able to 
separate these two very important issues. 

7. But we need to stand up for what is right?  Often we Christians preach the grace message and 
do not balance it with righteousness, i.e. there is a right and a wrong. 

a. (John 15:18) 18 “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19 The world 
would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the 
world”. Jesus was talking to his disciples and warning them, that if you identify closely 
with Jesus, the world will hate you.  10 of the 12 disciples were martyred for following 
Jesus not because they went around telling people they had sinned 

b. Luke 12:51 “51 Do you think I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I have come 
to divide people against each other! 52 From now on families will be split apart, three in 
favour of me, and two against—or two in favour and three against”.  Jesus is warning us 
that because of our belief in Jesus, family members may not agree with our belief and 
reject us.  He is not saying, make statements which divide your family.  In each case 
above, they know our beliefs.  You should not be surprised if your sister does not want 
you at the graduation because you are Jesus followers – NOT because you chose not to 
go.   

c. 2 Tim 3:16 (16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and 
to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and 
teaches us to do what is right).  This scripture is aimed at us, not unbelievers.  Recall 
Robert preaching on judging others … we are not called to judge unbelievers – that’s 
God’s job. 

d. If we decide not to go to the graduation/ wedding, WHY are we not going?  We need to 
dig deep into ourselves 

i. Surely it is not because we do not love our family 
ii. It could be because we disagree with what they are doing and therefore want to 

make a point – actually by our action, we send a much stronger message than 
simply saying: “I do not agree with what you are doing”.  That’s why people use 
the “boycott” strategy to send messages to authorities.  Remember I asked you 
how you think they may react when you don’t attend? 

1. What message do you think they receive?  “You disagree with my actions but you still love me” OR “You are condemning me”, “you don’t love me”, 
“you are judging me” 



2. Does this leave us in a better place to reach them for Jesus or a worse 
place?  Recall the Woman at the well. 

 
e. What about condoning their actions by being there? 

i. (1 Cor. 8:4-13) says in effect …’Don’t do anything which will let your brother 
stumble’.  An illustration of how this scripture applies is, if you go to a bar and you 
are seen drinking.  Even though you drink responsibly, others see you drinking 
and think it is fine to drink but they might be an alcoholic, or they don’t know how 
to handle drink, and then fall.   

ii. So perhaps if you go to the wedding, others see you there and think you are 
condoning it?  

iii. Once again, why are you not going?  To make a point/ send a message or 
concerned about what people might think? 

iv. However, you are not participating in the sin.  You are not the one converting to 
Judaism; you are NOT the one who is gay 

f. Yes, but what if someone suggests you are celebrating their sin.     
i. Luke 5:27 29 Later, Levi held a banquet in his home with Jesus as the guest of 

honour. Many of Levi’s fellow tax collectors and other guests also ate with them. 
30 But the Pharisees and their teachers of religious law complained bitterly to Jesus’ 
disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with such scum?” 31 (Translations: tax 
collectors and sinners) Jesus answered them, “Healthy people don’t need a 
doctor—sick people do. 32 I have come to call not those who think they are 
righteous, but those who know they are sinners and need to repent.” 

ii. Other translations talk about “great feast/ great banquet”.  Jesus was the guest of 
honour – this was a celebration – not a Jewish graduation or a gay wedding, but 
perhaps Jesus illustrates a principle and his heart for the lost 

iii. Eating with someone was seen as having fellowship – it was highly regarded in 
those days 

iv. Jesus in no way condoned their sin – people even directly challenged him on this 
issue of “eating and drinking with sinners” 

v. Did we know we were sinners and needed to repent until we were convicted by the 
Spirit? 

vi. So do we play a role in drawing them to God or driving them further away from 
God? 

vii. Did Jesus act righteously? 
g. Jesus acted very righteously when he cleared the temple 

i. John 2:13-22 16 Then, going over to the people who sold doves, he told them, “Get 
these things out of here. Stop turning my Father’s house into a marketplace!” 
17 Then his disciples remembered this prophecy from the Scriptures: “Passion for 
God’s house will consume me.” (Found in Psalm 69:9) 

ii. So why did Jesus act with such righteousness? 
1. We cannot state for sure that the money changers were Jews who believed 

in God or not, but this was just prior to Passover and people flocked to 
Jerusalem for Passover.  I believe this action was addressed against those 
who believed in God – so they were people who should have known better 
and respected the house of the Lord; 

2. This was one of the acts which led to his crucifixion; 
3. It was prophesised so he was fulfilling prophecy; 
4. He was not disagreeing with the sacrificial system but the fact they were 

turning his Father’s house into a marketplace – this was hugely 
dishonouring to God. 

iii. So once again, if we as believers were doing anything to dishonour God, would we not expect someone to hold us to account based on God’s Word?  Of course! 
iv. Some may argue that attending a gay wedding is dishonouring to God because 

marriage is ordained by God – yes, for believers, not unbelievers.   



v. Two gay people are not dishonouring God’s marriage – they are simply acting 
outside of God’s way.   

vi. Let’s look at the last case study … 
h. What about marrying the couple?  By the way, this is based on a true story (not from our 

church) 
i. In this case you are not just attending, but you are officially participating in someone 

doing something which God warns against, because He know the dangers.  See 2 
Cor. 6:14 (14 Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can 
righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness?) 

ii. How can you facilitate someone making a vow before God when one of them 
does not acknowledge God? 

iii. Would you go to the wedding? 
iv. Would you marry them if you were the pastor? 
v. Would you agree to be the MC? 

i. Let’s end by examining Jesus’ heart, nature and character. 
i. He did not comprise on what was sin  
ii. He kept his mission and purpose in mind 
iii. His love for the person was clear in his actions, but he did not condone the sin; 

he looked for every opportunity to reach out to the unbeliever 
iv. He was quite happy to meet with sinners where they were at – he went to them 
v. He took time to respond – wrote with his finger in the sand before he replied to 

the Pharisees; he took time out at well while his disciples went for food so that he 
could rest and … he ends up talking to a Samaritan 

vi. I am sure Jesus also disagrees with each of these situations, but the question is, 
would he disagree more if you damaged your family relationships by not 
attending the graduation or the wedding? 

j. As followers of Jesus, should we not take time to examine his Word; to see things the 
way He sees them, to ask the Holy Spirit for discernment 

k. And then act accordingly 
 

l. So how would you decide in each case?  Has your action changed at all?  If so, why? If 
not, why? 

m. It would be great if you could discuss these questions in your cell groups during the 
coming week. 

Amen 


