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Truly Saved – Acts 8: 4-25 
 
Good morning Church Family. It is pretty easy to reflect on any situation and feel in a slumber state. In most 
of my reflection a certain level of comparison takes place. Then I often wonder, if there is anything worthwhile 
to reflect on. I feel that eternity is worthwhile to reflect on. A question comes to mind, which applies to all of 
us: if I am saved, can I, with absolute certainty, vouch that those I love will be in eternity with me?  
 
Seeing those I love in eternity, that is a question which is weighted. Meaning, eternity, life after our bodily 
death, I cannot emphasis enough our concept of forever. Just imagine missing spending that ‘forever-time’ 
with those I love. I almost feel as if nothing could be more important.  
  
Today, I am going to share a story involving truth and fiction. The story is about Norman and myself from two 
viewpoints. So please feel free to chat to either one of us afterwards as to which parts were made up.  
 
Norman and I, have been going to gym together for an extended period of time. In this time, I have seen a 
remarkable story unfold. Norman’s leg, wow. So many people have spoken to him. All of those used a word in 
that the healing of his leg must be a “miracle”. The healing of his leg from near amputation to him now cycling 
and doing serious leg exercises - the recovery is remarkable. It must be a miracle which God performed.   
 
All I hear Norman talk about is God’s goodness. He has told me from experience and what others called a 
miracle in his leg’s recovery, once, but from that point onwards, he has shared about Jesus being the truth, 
the way and life.  
 
I found it incredible, the way Norman’s speaks about Christ. Some people approach him while we are cycling 
on the Wattbike to ask questions about Christ.  I am telling you, some days I am fed up with this story, but I 
have learned a lot. I have learned so much, that I even from time to time I ponder the question, about life after 
death or eternity, as Norman puts it.  
 
As time progressed, I became less fed up with Norman telling others about Christ, and I actually became 
interested in getting my life in order. It has become more than just a desire and a testimony, but getting it in 
order with Christ. So one day I asked Norman about salvation and he prayed with me. I did not feel much 
different after the prayer, but I do feel good. It seems Christianity is about feeling good and being saved. God 
is indeed good. 
 
I kept on growing and asking more pointed questions, but in our exercising together, without Norman 
knowing, my back got worse and worse. I was even great in hiding this, thinking Norman did not know. 
However, I wondered, if Jesus could heal my back, as He had healed Norman’s leg? 
 
I did some research and then I found out, that others have been healed too. Prayer seems to be a vital 
ingredient, but I was so full of pride. I was not going to ask for prayer, but rather followed the root of being 
cleansed.  I read several experiences of others, who experienced cleansing while being baptised, that I knew 
I needed to do it. I decided to talk to Norman at church and so I did. I attended church and there were a great 
bunch of people. They seemed to talk a lot about eternity. I really enjoyed it at church. I was so grateful that 
Norman helped me in my initial prayer and shared the good news. God is good.    
 
After a couple of Sundays, a clipboard was passed around. I couldn’t believe it. It was about baptism. I was so 
happy. Thank the Lord, my time had come. I could see Norman smiling and I was excited about getting 
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cleansed. Norman had been telling me about baptism, and  the way he walked after healing, in his words, 
without him knowing I had made a decision. It was time to be baptised.  So I did.  
 
Before we go to table discussion, please allow me to summarize some key points.  Please make mental notes 
as this will be vital for the question being discussed around the table.  
 
It would appear that Norman followed the great commission protocol. He loved me enough to talk about 
eternity. In our chats Norman lived Christ to me. Norman told me all the facts and helped me in my decision. I 
accepted Christ and got baptized. The facts are all from Norman’s perspective.   Up to this point, how could Norman have done his duty any differently in leading or disciplining me to Christ? 
Eg. getting to know me, my heart condition, my past, my hurts, or my intentions, or whatever. Please have a 
chat at your table about this. I’ll let you know once time is up.  
 
In the story up to this point, most of my expression has been what I observed at a superficial level. I spoke 
from how and what Norman had prompted me on. Norman had done a fantastic job, but there is more. Now 
let us examine my reasons for salvation and my thoughts. Those things that only come out, if discipleship is 
really intentional, and in relationship. There was no way Norman could have known this, unless, he asked. 
For the sake of the story he did not, but then again, most relationships never go to that level.  
 
I grew up in a family were we had to work. We had a pool business. I was so fed up with digging holes for 
pools, that I had no words to express myself. However, it had to be done. We couldn’t make ends meet.  I 
think, that if I did not have to dig holes, I think I would have no back problems today.  
 
I have tried everything. I have even spoken to funky guys about ancestral spirits and asked them, to cleanse 
me. As my back was getting worse, I was gaining weight.  I needed to exercise. Pain was always there. If I do 
exercise, it hurts; but if I do nothing, it gets even worse, as I gain weight. So, it is the lesser of two evils I 
suppose. However, I am so happy I met Norman. He is a very nice guy, very different to other Christians I met 
who always seem to use Jesus as a crutch. He is a man’s man. He is remarkable. He doesn’t even judge. He 
only speaks out of love. I am so grateful that we gym together, as I have come to know, he was carrying the 
remnants of a severe leg injury. So bad that it was almost amputated. I suppose that was where Norman got 
spending eternity with loved ones from.  
 
Our training partnership was working well, apart from the fact that he constantly spoke about God’s goodness. 
Every now and then, I was struck about how people approached him. Specially the discussion about his leg, 
being a miracle. This Jesus is wonderful. The more I listen to him, the more I was challenged:  who is this 
Jesus? So I thought by myself, it is best to start paying more attention. I might even get something out of this.  
 
This is great, the more I asked Norman the more he spoke and taught me about this Jesus. Jesus was a 
great man. He died for my sins. Jesus wants to be in relationship with me. It is so great that I can even spend 
eternity with Jesus. Wow.  
 
The more I listened to Norman, the more my understanding about this Jesus grew. To Norman, it was about 
speaking about Christ, that Norman could see those he loved most, in eternity with him. He was so humble. 
Eventually I thought to myself, maybe this Jesus would perform the same miracle for my back, as for his leg. 
So I approached Norman. It is only takes a prayer and a pool, representing salvation and baptism, and then I 
will be healed. This sounded like a great recipe, I could get so much from this Jesus.  
 
Although Norman only did his duty, it would appear that Norman did not really know me, he did not know my 
heart. My heart was self-centred and full of pride. I was seeking Jesus for me.  
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I am going to ask two questions to discuss around the table. Am I saved? Yes, no, or not sure?  Then the 
same question as earlier - how could Norman have done his duty any differently in leading, or disciplining me 
to Christ? 
 
The story about Norman and I is based on Acts 8:4-25. Please turn with me to Acts 8:4-25. I am reading from 
the NLT. 
Acts 8:4-25 New Living Translation (NLT) 
Philip Preaches in Samaria 
4 But the believers who were scattered preached the Good News about Jesus wherever they went. 5 Philip, for 
example, went to the city of Samaria and told the people there about the Messiah. 6 Crowds listened intently 
to Philip because they were eager to hear his message and see the miraculous signs he did. 7 Many evil 
spirits were cast out, screaming as they left their victims. And many who had been paralyzed or lame were 
healed. 8 So there was great joy in that city. 
9 A man named Simon had been a sorcerer there for many years, amazing the people of Samaria and 
claiming to be someone great. 10 Everyone, from the least to the greatest, often spoke of him as “the Great 
One—the Power of God.” 11 They listened closely to him because for a long time he had astounded them with 
his magic. 
12 But now the people believed Philip’s message of Good News concerning the Kingdom of God and the name 
of Jesus Christ. As a result, many men and women were baptized. 13 Then Simon himself believed and was 
baptized. He began following Philip wherever he went, and he was amazed by the signs and great miracles 
Philip performed. 
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that the people of Samaria had accepted God’s message, they sent 
Peter and John there. 15 As soon as they arrived, they prayed for these new believers to receive the Holy 
Spirit. 16 The Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them, for they had only been baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands upon these believers, and they received the Holy 
Spirit. 
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the apostles laid their hands on people, he offered them 
money to buy this power. 19 “Let me have this power, too,” he exclaimed, “so that when I lay my hands on 
people, they will receive the Holy Spirit!” 
20 But Peter replied, “May your money be destroyed with you for thinking God’s gift can be bought! 21 You can 
have no part in this, for your heart is not right with God. 22 Repent of your wickedness and pray to the Lord. 
Perhaps he will forgive your evil thoughts, 23 for I can see that you are full of bitter jealousy and are held 
captive by sin.” 
24 “Pray to the Lord for me,” Simon exclaimed, “that these terrible things you’ve said won’t happen to me!” 
25 After testifying and preaching the word of the Lord in Samaria, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem. And 
they stopped in many Samaritan villages along the way to preach the Good News. 
 



4 | P a g e   

After reading the narrative, the story ended somewhat open ended. Luke, the author of Acts, does not tell us, 
whether Peter prayed for Simon. Luke does not tell us about Simon’s heart, or his intentions, in getting 
baptised. Luke even portrayed Peter rebuking Simon.  
 
The point is, was Simon or Gideon, as in our story, saved? It is a Jesus follower’s duty, to evangelise the lost, 
but it is not our duty to be superficial. If I really love those closest to me, I would care enough so see them in 
eternity. The way to do this, is to be in relationship and ask the hard questions.  
 
By a show of hands, who thinks Simon and/or Gideon was really saved? Luke doesn’t tell us if Simon’s salvation was genuine. The narrative ends open-ended. We do not know even know, if Peter prayed for 
Simon. 
 
What we do know is what Gempf, a commentator, said about Simon. Gempf tells us that, “Simon became in 
later Christian tradition as the archetypal heretic and enemy of Christianity”. 
 
If I feel that if a possibility exists, that I could miss spending a “forever-time”, with those I love, an action on my 
part is required. It requires that I either speak and/ or hand that loved one a business card, for the Wednesday 
service. 
 
The business card is simply a door opener, to start speaking about Jesus and to extend an invitation.  May I 
ask, that we reflect in prayer and handout the cards as we are led. Each table has cards, please divide them 
amongst yourselves and hand them out. After you have handed them all out, please contact me and I will give 
you more information.  
 
Before we watch Bear Grylls praying for Barack Obama, just remember that Bear Grylls had to ask all the 
same questions to be led to pray for probably the most powerful man on the planet. 
 
Have a great day church family and God bless 
 
 
 
 


