
 

  
Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 
Title:  ““Is correct doctrine important?”  
Text:  Deuteronomy 5:8-9 
 
 
[Modelling our Outreach service …] 
1. Story … 
2. There once was a church in a small town.  It was really struggling financially. Some of its members 

were also struggling financially.  In fact, some members had businesses, which had been doing 
quite well, but had been struggling for some time now.  No matter how hard they prayed, there was 
no improvement.  One day, one of the members, Sally, asked to meet with the elders.  She started 
by asking the following questions:   

a. “How do you see Freemasonry? 
b. How do you see doctrine and revelation? 
c. How do you see standing on certain verses?”  

2. She then explained what was behind her questions by way of a question: “Do you believe in 
certain verses, and the use of them to proclaim certain things in the name of the Lord, for example, ‘By His stripes we are healed.’?” (Isa 53:5, NKJV)   

3. Discuss at your tables 
4. Comment … Is correct doctrine important?  Doctrine = set of beliefs 
5.  “His stripes” refers to his crucifixion – he died so that we could have a relationship with him – 

now and into eternity – he is referring to spiritual healing and complete wholeness in eternity – 
it in no way guarantees physical healing in the present. 

6. Continue STORY … 
7. She stated that she was a messenger, called by God to bring a message to that particular 

Church.  The message was that there was a curse over the church and the pastor needed to 
renounce Freemasonry as his late father had been involved in Freemasonry.  (The pastor 
himself was not a Freemason, and never had been involved in Freemasonry).   8. Sally immediately referred to Deuteronomy 5:8-9 (“You shall not make for yourself an 
image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 
below. 9 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am 
a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 
generation of those who hate me, 10 but showing love to a thousand generations of 
those who love me and keep my commandments”. NIV).   

9. She explained that her understanding of this scripture was that as a result of the pastor’s 
father having been involved in Freemasonry, he was automatically cursed with this sin.   

10. She explained that because he was the pastor, this curse was also over the church and would 
negatively affect the church.   

11. In fact, she believed, that was why the church was struggling financially and that some of its 
members’ own businesses were also struggling to succeed.   

12. STOP – Discuss at your tables 
a. How do you understand this text?  Is this a correct interpretation of the text in context 

and a correct application of the text? 
13. FEEDBACK from groups 
14. Is correct doctrine important? 
15. Comment:  

a. A great biblical example of this is Ahab and Jezebel.   



b. Ahab did more evil than his predecessors (1 Kings 16:30).  He married Jezebel who 
served and worshipped Baal (1 Kings 16:31).  The effect and influence of their lives was 
passed on to their children.  The children were not punished because of the sins of the 
father while they were innocent – No, the second, third and fourth generations continue 
to worship idols, like their parents and grandparents. 

c. In our daily lives we come across examples, where parents drink too much alcohol or 
take drugs.  These behaviours have an impact on their children.  This is what is intended 
in this text. 

16. That’s why you see another text which supports this understanding… a. Read Ezekiel 18:1-4 (The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you people mean 
by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel: “ ‘The parents eat sour grapes, 
and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3 “As surely as I live, declares the 
Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this proverb in Israel. 4 For everyone 
belongs to me, the parent as well as the child—both alike belong to me. The one 
who sins is the one who will die”.  

17. Discuss at your tables 
18. FEEDBACK from groups 
19. Is correct doctrine important? 
20. Comment: The proverb points out that the children were suffering because of the sins of the 

father.  They kept quoting this proverb because they thought God was punishing them for what 
their fathers had done.  God was telling Ezekiel not to use this proverb.  See also Jeremiah 
31:29-30 (same scripture to Jeremiah). Deuteronomy 24:16; 2 Kings 14:6 

21. Referring to the same Deuteronomy & Exodus 20:5 texts – you will die because you are 
worshipping idols and hate God] 

22. What did Jesus teach & say about generational curses? 
23. STOP – Discuss at your tables 
24. FEEDBACK from groups 
25. Read Matt 21:20 (fig tree) 
26. 18 In the morning, as Jesus was returning to Jerusalem, he was hungry, 19 and he noticed a fig 

tree beside the road. He went over to see if there were any figs, but there were only leaves. 
Then he said to it, “May you never bear fruit again!” And immediately the fig tree withered up. 
20 The disciples were amazed when they saw this and asked, “How did the fig tree wither so 
quickly?” 21 Then Jesus told them, “I tell you the truth, if you have faith and don’t doubt, you can 
do things like this and much more. You can even say to this mountain, ‘May you be lifted up and 
thrown into the sea,’ and it will happen. 22 You can pray for anything, and if you have faith, you 
will receive it.” 

27. Comment: Jesus spoke in parables – the tree was Israel – not bearing fruit and Jesus was 
predicting Israel’s downfall.  Jesus goes on to teach about faith and prayer – Israel did not 
have faith in Jesus – they crucified him 

28. Jesus did not teach or refer to generational curses; if we examine the heart of Jesus, e.g. how 
he responded to children (Matt 19:14) and to woman caught in adultery (John 8:1); and every 
other interaction and teaching, his heart is not to punish someone for an earlier generations 
sins 

29. So, incorrect understanding of scripture, can lead to wrong doctrine. 
30. So what? … Is it important to get it right?  Yes.   
31. Wrong doctrine leads to wrong practice (e.g. we spend time focusing on breaking curses that 

don’t exist; we spend time focusing on Satan’s influence (for another day); and we spend time 
proclaiming healing when people expect God to heal and he might not – this leads to huge 
disappointment and confusion about God.  We can end up questioning our faith, and actually, 
even potentially, leaving the church and falling away from Jesus. 

 
32. So, is correct doctrine important?  What do you think? 
33. Challenge:  

a. Pray for an unsaved friend & INVITE them to the service on 10 Aug.   
b. You now know what it is all about. 

 


