
 

 

Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 
Title:  “Our love response” 
Text:  2 Cor 8:1-9 

 
Intro 

1. How do you see giving to the church? 
2. Is giving something you have been hurt by/ disturbed by in some churches 

because they always asked for your money.  Every time they take up the offering 
there is a mini sermon about giving.  So you associate giving with a bad church 
experience OR 

3. Do you see giving as something you would rather not talk about because it 
involves money and you don’t like talking about money; OR 

4. Do you see giving in OT legalistic terms … “tithing”.  A tithe meaning 10%; and if 
you don’t give 10% you end up feeling guilty? OR 

5. Do you see giving as something you feel you should do but probably do 
somewhat grudgingly? OR 

6. Do you see giving as tipping God at the end of the month if there is something left 
in your wallet? 

7. So how do you see giving to the church? 
 
8. I am not preaching on giving in response to a crisis – if I was I would end this 

message with an appeal to make a commitment to give so please relax 
9. I do not like preaching about money but we only preach on giving 2 x pa and 

actually it isn’t about me and what I like or don’t like – it is all about what God 
wants so let’s turn to God’s word… 

 

2 Cor 8:1-9 (NLT) Now I want you to know, dear brothers and sisters, what God in 

his kindness has done through the churches in Macedonia. 2 They are being tested 

by many troubles, and they are very poor. But they are also filled with abundant 

joy, which has overflowed in rich generosity. 3 For I can testify that they gave not 

only what they could afford, but far more. And they did it of their own free will. 
4 They begged us again and again for the privilege of sharing in the gift for the 

believers in Jerusalem. 5 They even did more than we had hoped, for their first 

action was to give themselves to the Lord and to us, just as God wanted them to 

do. 6 So we have urged Titus, who encouraged your giving in the first place, to return 

to you and encourage you to finish this ministry of giving. 7 Since you excel in so 

many ways—in your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm, 

and your love from us — I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving. 8 I am 

not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how genuine your love is by 



comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches.  9 You know the generous 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 

poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich. 

 

10. I want you to keep in mind your current situation as we examine some important 
background to the Macedonian church situation 

[Background to Macedonian church situation] 

11. Paul is addressing the church in Corinth. 
12. The churches of Macedonia had been planted by Paul on his second missionary 

journey--Philippi, Thessalonica and Berea 
13. The Macedonians assisted destitute Christians financially even though they did 

not know them personally 
14. These churches were experiencing many troubles (v. 2). The Greek literally mean 

"a great testing of affliction." 
15. The severe troubles that the Macedonian churches experienced was of a sort 

that left them in a condition of extreme poverty. The phrase is literally "down-to-
the-depth poverty" or, as one commentary  translates, "rock bottom" poverty 

16. How does your situation stack up against the Macedonians? 
17. Let’s examine their response… 
[Macedonian church model generosity] 

18. They “are also filled with abundant joy” v2 
19. Where did this abundant joy come from? 
20. This caused them to “overflow in rich generosity” 
21. Then in v3, they gave not just what they could afford but far more – Paul doesn’t 

say how much but he uses the word “far” more than what they could afford 
22. They did it of their own free will – no pressure (this lines up with 2 Cor 9:7) 
23. V4 They begged to be part of sharing in the gift for the believers in Jerusalem – 

people they did not even know 
24. Why is this? How is it possible that they gave far more from a position of “rock 

bottom” poverty? 
Key is in v5…. 

25. 5 “They even did more than we had hoped, for their first action was to give 
themselves to the Lord” 

26. First action … most important thing – what was that? 
27. Their commitment to Christ; their love for Jesus 
28. They gave far more because they first loved the Lord. 
29. Do you love the Lord Jesus with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.’ i 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. (Matt 22:37) 
30. The second greatest commandment follows immediately after in Matt 22:39 39 : 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.  
31. Have you ever thought why Jesus said as yourself?  Because we really do love 

ourselves.  How is that possible?   
32. In fact you might even be thinking: I don’t really love myself –sometimes I really 

don’t like who I am or who I have become. 
33. One of the biggest sins we commit is selfishness.  Gideon mentioned it last week 

– lovely expression he used … “me, me and myself”.   



34. Are some of us guilty of putting our wants and desires before others – at some 
time or another.  That’s loving ourselves 

35. Just stop for a moment and think how you spend your time and your money.  This 
will tell you what you value – what’s important to you – what your priorities are – 
who or what you really put first 

36. Giving is a sure indicator of our love for the Lord because it represents such a 
huge chunk of our effort each day as we go about earning money 

37. And when we give, our selfishness (our love for self) is challenged, because it 
means we have to give up something/ sacrifice something 

38. And so here in v5, their first action was to give themselves to the Lord.  Are you 
prepared to give yourself to the Lord?  Do you truly love the Lord with all your 
heart and soul and mind?   

Why did the Macedonians give themselves to the Lord?   

39. In v9 .  9 You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make 
you rich. 

40. They understood the generous grace (the gift) of our Lord Jesus.  Do we know 
just how generous His grace was? 

41. You will probably say “yes” … we know so well why Jesus came (We are 
reminded as we approach Easter around the corner); Jesus died on the cross for 
us – and we often think of the crucifixion as being the ultimate sacrifice for us but 
perhaps we do not often focus on what he had in heaven and what he sacrificed 
for us – what he gave up for us.   

42. We are so quick to hold Nelson Mandela in awe because he suffered 27 years in 
prison for the freedom of SA but let’s examine what Jesus sacrificed to come to 
earth & then suffered on earth for you and me.   

43. He experienced the splendor of heaven everyday – more and better than we 
could ever imagine – try imagine what paradise is for you – heaven is better than 
that by far 

44. He lived with the Father – every day in perfect harmony – Bible tells us – no 
death, no sorrow, no crying and no pain, and then he gets asked to go to earth. 

45. Well … reflect for a minute on what he came to & experienced for 33 years … 
born in a stable, a carpenter, had no home, touched and healed folk whom no 
one wanted to touch, challenged at every turn, rejected by the elders and leaders 
and denied by one of his closest disciples 

46. He became poor for you and me … so that we can become rich – not materially 
but spiritually – so that we could experience what he knew about the Father.   

47. There was a love relationship between the Macedonians and Jesus.  From that 
love they were deeply moved to give. 

48. That’s why the Macedonians could give from a position of “rock bottom” poverty.  
They truly understood Jesus’ love for them and as a result their love response to 
Him 

49. How do you see giving now?   
50. Paul goes onto to test the love response of the Corinthians 
[Testing your love] 

51. Paul says in v 8 8 I am not commanding you to do this. But I am testing how 
genuine your love is by comparing it with the eagerness of the other churches 

52. How eager we are to give, is an indication of how genuine our love is for the Lord  



53. Luke 12:34 Jesus says “where your treasure is there your heart is… “; how you 
spend your time and money shows directly where your treasure is – what you 
value – hence where your heart is  

54. How do you see giving now and what is your love response?  
55. Amen 
 


