
Intro 
1. The shops have been ringing spending bells (& tills) already in anticipation of 

Christmas 
2. Soon people will be leaving for holidays 
3. What are you going to talk about this Christmas?   
4. Do you have some great subject matter to talk about? 
5. What about the weather, the latest Bond movie, one I hear often amongst my 

non-Christian friends – “I am so glad this year is over; 2016 can only be better” 
6. What are you going to talk about this Christmas?   
Read John 15:18-27 (NLT) 
18 “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first. 19 The world would love 
you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer part of the world. I 
chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you. 20 Do you remember what I told 
you? ‘A slave is not greater than the master.’ Since they persecuted me, naturally 
they will persecute you. And if they had listened to me, they would listen to you. 
21 They will do all this to you because of me, for they have rejected the one who sent 
me. 22 They would not be guilty if I had not come and spoken to them. But now they 
have no excuse for their sin. 23 Anyone who hates me also hates my Father. 24 If I 
hadn’t done such miraculous signs among them that no one else could do, they 
would not be guilty. But as it is, they have seen everything I did, yet they still hate me 
and my Father. 25 This fulfills what is written in their Scriptures*: ‘They hated me 
without cause.’ 26 “But I will send you the Advocate — the Spirit of truth. He will come 
to you from the Father and will testify all about me. 27 And you must also testify 
about me because you have been with me from the beginning of my ministry. 

 
Context 
7. This scene takes place at the last supper – before Jesus is about to be crucified.  

So it is an important message 
8. Judas has already left to go and betray Jesus so he communicating to trusted 

disciples  
Assumptions 
9. I am assuming that You & I are his disciples – we are followers of Jesus – so he 

is talking directly to us 
10. What does Jesus ask us to talk about? 
[Testify about me] 
11. V 26/7: 26 “But I will send you the Advocate — the Spirit of truth. He will come to 

you from the Father and will testify all about me. 27 And you must also testify 
about me because you have been with me from the beginning of my ministry. 

12. Firstly, he is telling us the Holy Spirit will testify – to whom – to you – that’s the 
prompting of the Holy Spirit 

13. Testify – about what?  “about me” - Jesus 
14. Then he says “And you must also testify”  
15. Why? “because you have been with me – as in – you are my disciple/ follower 
16. The Holy Spirit prompts us to testify.  Do we respond?  He also gives us the 

words 
17. Q: Do we block off hearing the Holy?  (conveniently block out hearing your 

spouse, kids when asking for something) 
18. Why might we block hearing the Holy Spirit? Think about this … 

 
a. I am shy 



b. I am not sure if it is the Holy Spirit prompting me? 
c. Worried as to what he might ask me to do 
d. That’s for the evangelist - not me – not my job 
e. I won’t know what to say – don’t know the bible well enough 
f. Worried as to what others might think about me 
g. I might embarrass myself 
h. My friends might reject me 

19. Jesus knows what we are up against 
 
V18 18 “If the world hates you, remember that it hated me first.  
20. Hate is a strong word.  Means to dislike strongly, implication of aversion and 

hostility 
Who is the world? 
21. Unbelievers 
22. Does the world hate you? Or love you? 
23. Jesus says it will love you if you belong to it – but he called his disciples out of 

the world “so it hates you” – take this as a given 
How might this happen? 
24. Your unbelieving friend blasphemes and you say nothing (and the world 

continues to love you) or “please don’t say that about Jesus – he is very precious 
to me” … and as a result you lose that friend (world hates you) 

25. And why would you not stand up for someone you love?  Would you not do that if 
someone says something that degraded your son or daughter (ask Norman what 
he would do).  If he is big like Norman you don’t say anything because of fear 

26. V20 Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute you.  Persecution 
will come if you say something 

27. Or – as I said at the beginning – if a friend says ...  I am so glad this year is over; 
2016 can only be better… and you reply: I agree – what an awful year. (world still 
loves you) or you reply: “I am not sure life will get easier next year but I am so 
relaxed about that”.  O why is that? “Because I believe in Jesus so my 
circumstances don’t define my happiness”.  And soon you are no longer invited 
over anymore 

28. So perhaps it is easier just to not hear the Holy Spirit 
Are you blocking the Holy Spirit? 
29. If so, why? Think about this… 
30. [Pray for the conviction of the Holy Spirit] 
Are you ready to testify? 
31. Two things I want you to do  
32. [Call to action]  
33. Prepare answers to likely questions/ statements (often these are wonderful 

openings to testify).  Someone says… 
a. This world is a mess … “Do you know how I handle this messed up world 

and it has made a huge difference to me…” 
b. Are you religious?  “No. but I do believe in …” 
c. I hate religious people.  “I actually feel sorry for them, because they don’t 

have a personal relationship with Jesus and …” 
34. Practise an easy question right now 

a. What does Jesus mean to you? Or 
b. How has he changed your life since you met him personally? 

35. Find a Christian friend and share your answer 
36. [Conclusion] 



a. That wasn’t so difficult – and here’s the positive – they cannot argue 
intellectually about your answer because it is your experience 

b. They can only persecute you and if they do, don’t take it personally 
because they are persecuting Jesus 

c. So to close … Now do you have something to talk about this Christmas 
season? 

d. The Holy Spirit is ready to hand it to you on a plate … are you ready to be 
hated by the world or loved by the world? 


