
 

 

Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 
Title:  “Jesus loves his church” 
Text:  Eph 5:30-32 

 
Intro 
1. If someone asked you: What’s your relationship like with Jesus?  Think for a minute 

how you would describe it? 
2. To give 2 radically opposing views:  
3. On the one side: no relationship; not born again, not interested; here because I was 

dragged here….  
4. On the other side: I am a born again believer, I am a committed follower of Jesus; I 

love him with all my heart; he is #1 in my life 
5. Or something in between 
6. Now … If someone asked you to explain: What’s your relationship like with the 

Church?  Think for a minute how you would describe it? 
7. If you gave a similar/ different answer to each, ask yourself why is that? 
8. How do we see our relationship with the church?  What are our lenses?  Recall Mary & 

Martha sermon – Jesus challenges the paradigms/ cultures/ beliefs of the day.  Women 
are supposed to be in the kitchen preparing and Jesus says, no, it’s ok for Mary to sit at 
his feet; only men sat at the Rabbi’s feet; Jesus says, it’s ok for women to sit at my feet 
and learn. 

9. It is so easy for us to get trapped into our modern culture – it becomes the way we see 
things – and as a result we behave accordingly  

10. So as we examine some of the common paradigms or lenses through which we see 
our relationship to church, let’s lean on the Holy Spirit to prompt us and challenge our 
view like Jesus challenges our view of our culture and beliefs 

Background 
11. The Greek term “ekklesia” means church - which has religious connotations in a 

modern day context.  In the Roman society in Paul’s time, ekklesia had no religious 
connotations and could be translated into “meeting, assembly or gathering”.  

12. How does that meaning begin to challenge what you understand by church? 
 
[Charles de Kiewit] 
13. We had a presentation from Charles De Kiewit at SATS recently (he is the senior 

pastor, Pretoria Central Baptist) 
14. He is busy studying the relationship people have with the church and he makes some 

challenging observations.  I’d like to share some of those with you today. 
15. Perhaps consider with a really open mind if you believe in some these observations / or 

whether you see the church through similar lenses 
16. He started by asking: Why is it that people are so superficially attached to the local 

church?  – they have a surface relationship vs a deep one 
17. The assumption is clear that many are superficially attached (otherwise he would not 

be asking this question) 



18. We have become spoiled with having instant provision of anything we want. You have 
heard the expression – we live in an instant society – we want something and we want 
it now 

19. Everything has been commodified.  Church has become a commodity – a thing that is 
bought and sold 

20. The market is competitive. Pastors are up against “buyers’ preferences”; it’s a buyer’s 
market. People have expectations that their services will be provided, as they pay their 
subs.  What does a buyer’s market mean?  The church goer has the power to demand 
what they want and pastors are under pressure to give them what they want 

21. And if the pastors do not give them what they want they go somewhere else 
22. 2 Tim 4:1 “For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and 

wholesome teaching. They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who 
will tell them whatever their itching ears want to hear”. 

23. A Service provider is some entity that offers services in exchange for payment (I pay 
my tithes and for that I expect certain things in return – great preaching, teaching, 
worship, courses that meet my needs, counselling, a building with fancy facilities and 
paid staff who “do” all this stuff – because I pay for it) 

24. The church has become a service provider and Pastors “sell” church (and church 
leadership is not innocent here – let me be quite clear about this – we are part of the 
problem.  We sell what people want to buy and pay for – that’s how you grow a church 
quickly [CLP] 

25. Slowly but surely the service provider mentality has eroded the believer’s theological 
convictions in relation to the church – we see things as buying services versus what the 
biblical view of church is and how Jesus sees it 

26. Modern consumption is about buying “meaning” for ourselves; what does it mean to 
me? 

27. We buy what gives us meaning. For example: the car we drive, the house we live in, 
the area, the friends we choose to hang out with; even the church we attend;  What we 
consume has merged with what provides us with meaning. 

28. I will summarise this world view of our relationship with the church using an analogy of 
a Christmas tree.   

29. We take out a Christmas tree around Christmas time  
30. The tree is the church and we take it out when we need something – either a wedding, 

funeral, baby blessing or “topping up” spiritually on a Sunday; listening to a really great 
worship band; having the pastor lay hands on you and pray for healing because the 
doctors cannot do anything more for you 

31. Each one of us is a decoration on the tree – we smile nicely and we shine for Jesus 
occasionally and we are (very important) connected to the tree (the church) by a string.  
When we have finished getting our needs filled, we disconnect from the tree – “we put 
the decorations away” 

32. The BIG question in my mind which Charles did not ask – but I think we need to ask 
the question, especially if we hold some of these beliefs or paradigms. 

33. Why do we behave like this?   
34. I suspect we behave like this because we are inherently selfish and therefore expect 

church to be what we want it to be 
35. But I said earlier that Jesus challenges our world view – and we need to seek his truth 

on this vital issue of the church 
36. My prayer today is that Jesus helps shine light – truth - into our beliefs and paradigms 

 
So how does Jesus see the church? 
Read: Eph 5 v 30-32 



30 And we are members of his body. 31 As the Scriptures say, “A man leaves his father and 
mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.” 32 This is a great mystery, 
but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the church are one. 
37. Context: In this text Paul constantly draws a parallel between the way a husband & wife 

relate in marriage and the way Christ and church are related. It is extremely powerful  
and most people read it as great guidance for married couples / those about to marry 
(quoted in all the marriage courses, including ours) but it is much more than just a text 
about marriage 

38. V23 23 For a husband is the head of his wife as Christ is the head of the church. He is 
the Savior of his body, the church 

39. From V23 First thing we see that the church is Christ’s body (it is not some 
denomination and religious grouping; organisation with hierarchy and structure) 

40. Second thing we see is How important is the church to him? 
41. He cares for his body the way a man looks after his own body (v28) 28 In the same way, 

husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own bodies.  
42. (All you need to do is go to gym and watch the guys when they walk past a lady or the 

mirror).  
43. (V28-29) For a man who loves his wife actually shows love for himself. 29 No one hates 

his own body but feeds and cares for it, just as Christ cares for the church.  
44. Why is it that people say, “the way to man’s heart is through his stomach”? – These 

things are important to a man and Paul knows that when he uses these powerful 
illustrations. 

45. The church is so important to Jesus he gave his life for the church (v25)… 25 For 
husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave up his 
life for her 

46. Jesus died a terrible death on the cross for his church.  We often see this as Jesus 
died for me – we see it selfishly – NO - he died for us collectively as his church not 
individually.  We often emphasize this point to an unbeliever – Jesus died just for you.  
So we entrench the individual approach 

47. So how important is the church to you? 
48. Third thing we notice is, we are members of his body (v30) – how are we members?  We 

are not members of a club in which you choose to join for a period until it no longer suits 
you – you don’t have a “string” relationship with Christ and his church (remember the 
Christmas tree?) 

49. When we are born again of the Spirit, we are born into his body – his church 
50. This is a spiritual event – keep this in mind as we now look at what Paul writes … 
51. Paul continues with the husband and wife analogy.  He quotes scripture (Gen 2:24) man 

leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.” 
32 This is a great mystery…  

52. This is something spiritual – as many of us know from experience, this is not the sex act 
where there is a major adrenalin rush – this is something incredibly spiritual that cannot 
be explained (and the first time you have sex with your life partner, you will never forget 
it – you bond in a spiritual way and become one Spiritually – and that is why Paul says it 
is a mystery and that is why God designed marriage as a lifelong commitment – it is not 
something you go in and out of when your partner no longer meets your needs OR you 
have a disagreement – this analogy is extremely powerful when used by Paul to describe 
the relationship (like husband and wife) between Christ and his body, the church.  He 
actually says (v32): “but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the church are one”.   

53. Christ is spiritually and mysteriously bonded as one with his church 
 

How are we bonded with the church as opposed to Jesus one on one? 



54. V32 Does not talk about Christ and the believer are one; it says “Christ and the church 
are one”, ie. the collective – remember the word ekklesia means - the “assembly, the 
meeting, the gathering” 

55. 1 Cor 12:27 supports this 27 All of you together are Christ’s body, and each of you is a 
part of it. 

56. You see, it is not enough to say I am bonded with Jesus; I meet with him; I read the 
word; I have my QT; my relationship with Jesus is great 

57. So if you are a believer in Jesus, ARE YOU spiritually and mysteriously bonded with 
his Church? 

 
Let’s examine another analogy which contrast to the Christmas tree example 
[Look for the differences] 
58. A grape vine 
59. John 15:5 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in 

them, will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing 
60. The branches (that’s each one of us) – and notice it is not ONE branch but branches 

(plural) – that are always linked to the vine (Jesus) – “those who remain in me” – this is 
not a superficial relationship or for a short term only; they draw nourishment from the 
vine – they draw their meaning from the vine not from what they consume or buy 

61. This relationship is a highly dependent one; it is a deeply connected one – spiritually – 
it is not temporary or loose – it is vital 

62. And keep in mind now that Christ and the church are one (v32) 32 This is a great 
mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the church are one 

 
So what’s your relationship with the church?   
63. Is it different to your relationship with Jesus? 
64. Is your relationship like a Christmas tree where you hold onto the church with a piece 

of string - a string that is connected on special occasions?  When you need something 
from the church?   

65. When you committed your life to Jesus did you commit your life to his church in the 
same way – or did you see it differently? 

66. OR Are you rooted in the church – Christ’s body - like a branch rooted in the vine? Are 
you rooted so deeply – not superficially – that you draw nourishment from Jesus AND 
from his church – in order to grow and bear fruit 
 

 
 
 


