
 

 
 
Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 
Title:  How do you see church? 
Text:  Acts 2:42-47 (NIV) 

 
How do you see church?   
1. Normally I ask “who is the church” and everyone is very clear that we are the church.  

Today I am asking a different question. 
 
2. Why am I asking this question?  

a. Christ loved the church so much he gave his life for her (Eph 5:25) – He thought 
the church was important - therefore we should take it seriously 

b. Four weeks ago in a sermon Jesus challenged us to challenge our thinking, our 
beliefs, values, norms, culture (Lk 10:38). We might well see church based on 
our upbringing and our experience of other churches.  How often have you 
heard “the church hurt me”.  This taints our view of church and it can affect our 
walk with the Lord.  This makes it important 

c. Church can affect your growth as a disciple – so is it important?  
d. We are also called to “make disciples” and we will do that the way Jesus guides 

us to 
3. Disclaimer: I am not suggesting that the way we see church is the right way & others 

are wrong; God works in & through all churches; Each church eldership is accountable 
to God; however, we must be true to what God asks us to do in our situation so we go 
back to his Word – Truth (this is the other challenge from my sermon 4 weeks back) 

4. So how do you see church?  
 
Read: Acts 2:42-47 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every 
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of 
all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
 
Our paradigm? 
5. The whole of Acts is devoted to the birth and growth of the Church – so it is important 
6. Let’s go back to Jesus challenging us to challenge our paradigms.  How we see 

Church? 
7. The church generally has a “consumerism” culture – we consume products / use 

services 
8. I am buying something – I pay for and want to get in return.  If we don’t get what we 

want at Checkers we go to Spar; we tend to treat church like that 
9. If I don’t get what I want I go somewhere else 



10. Sometimes churches give their members what they want (consumer) in order to grow 
numbers and from these numbers they grow finances.  So we, as church leaders have 
colluded with this consumer culture 

11. I have heard it said that the church in Africa is a mile wide and an inch deep – what do 
you think it means? 

12. We need to change our lenses – see things through the eyes, character of Jesus (Rom 
12:2 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into 
a new person by changing the way you think.) 

13. Let’s first challenge our thinking as to what we don’t see in this passage 
 
What is church not? 
14. Church is not a building – 1 Cor 2:27 “Now you are the body of Christ” – we are the 

church 
15. Not … where we come and expect perfect worship music (perfection happens in 

heaven) 
16. Not … where we sit passively & are entertained.  A friend once told me how he tells his 

delegates he does not make the magic like “Mnet makes the magic”; they need to 
participate 

17. Not … where we get the best preaching style.  We believe in expository preaching vs 
topical (God’s word – the preacher is not an entertainer – not here to give you what you 
want/ like) 1 Pet 4:11 11 If anyone speaks, they should do so as one who speaks the 
very words of God) A Church I used to attend, notified people a week in advance (via 
their bulletin) who was preaching the following Sunday; as a result the one Sunday the 
church was full, the next it was half full – why do you think that was? 

18. Not … the best/ most comfortable facilities (we are not Ster Kinekor or a five star 
conference venue) 

19. Not … a place where the pastor/ elders/ leaders/ or the office do everything (Role of 
the elders: Eph 4:12; read 1 Cor 12 – many parts one body) 

20. Not … a religious thing we “should” do.  If you wake up on Sunday morning feeling this 
way, then something is wrong 

21. Not … designed with the purpose of bringing unbelievers to a Sunday service to be 
converted (occasionally we will have a specific gospel service to which we invite);  

a. Each of us has a responsibility to witness (Acts 1:8) and make disciples (Matt 
28:19) 

 
22. Challenge our culture – we must go back to scripture – truth – what is church? 
23. We were given a prophetic word when we planted this church – “set up the church to 

be dependent on the Holy Spirit” 
 
Key themes from this text … 
24. Who is Luke talking about? “ALL/ THEY” – all the believers – seen throughout the 

text – all met; all worshipped; shared; prayed; church is us – not unbelievers; it also 
includes children; Jesus did not send the children to children’s church; why do we do 
that? 

25. Where did they meet? Met in the temple courts; met in homes 
26. When did they meet? Daily – for some it is an effort to make a Sunday and a mid-

week home group; they were under persecution and needed the encouragement.  We 
might not have persecution but we also face trials and need encouragement  

27. Why did they meet? Purpose? Teaching; fellowship; worship; praising God; glad & 
sincere hearts; enjoying the favour – gave of themselves; performed signs & wonders; 
shared – met needs; prayed for each other; shared gifts (they - not the pastor/ elders) 

 



What was their Heart attitude?  
28. 42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 

of bread and to prayer” – meaning? (zealous; committed; loyal) 
29. Devoted? Followed Jesus’s teaching – do we? 
30. Are we in a fellowship group? Are we committed? 
31. Are we in a discipleship relationship? Model being discipled by someone and disciple 

another 
32. Are we sharing a meal; inviting someone for coffee? 
33. Are we in prayer pockets? Praying for people at church/ cell? 
34. What is our heart attitude?  Are we devoted to Jesus? 
35. I suggested 2 weeks ago that we should pray for persecution vs revival as the church 

grew under persecution; I chatted to the lead elder from LVC and he pointed out that 
they are praying for the revival within each one of us as believers; I am sorry, I got it 
wrong – we do need to pray for revival within each one of us 

 
As a result of their devotion to Prayer, teaching, worship, fellowship… 
36. They performed many signs & wonders. Everyone was filled with awe 
37. V47 And the Lord added to their numbers daily – WHY? 
38. …. If we do these things the Lord adds; people are drawn to Jesus because of how we 

are to others 
39. So, how do you see church now? 
 
Summary 
40. We see church in the acronym ROADS 
41. Relationship – meet with each other/ minister to each other – Sunday and cell - 

encourage 
42. Outreach – as a result of meeting – reach out – witness/ make disciples (preached last 

week) 
43. Anointing – Prayer; Praise the Lord; Worship; be led by the Holy Spirit 
44. Doctrine – devoted to the Lord’s word/ teaching 
45. Structure – Sunday meeting & cell groups & eldership’s role is to pray, teach and 

prepare the saints for works of service 
46. This enables the church to BE the church – to participate 
 
 


