
 

 
 
Sermon notes 
Preacher: Doug Timberlake 
Title:  Does God answer prayer? 
Text:  Matt 7:7-11 (NLT) 

 
Introduction 
1. Who of you have been praying to God for something? 
2. Who of you have been waiting for your prayer to be answered? 
3. Who has not had a request you made to the Lord answered ever? 
4. Let’s look at God’s word on what he says about answering prayer 

We normally preach expository sermons but today I want to look at a broader theme so 
I will refer to many texts but still remain true to his word 

Read: Matt 7:7-11 (NLT) 
7 “Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will 
find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks, 
receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be 
opened. 9 “You parents—if your children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone 
instead? 10 Or if they ask for a fish, do you give them a snake? Of course not! 11 So if you 
sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your 
heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.  
Does God answer prayer? 
5. V8 8 For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone 

who knocks, the door will be opened. 
6. Absolutely he answers prayer BUT…. 
Does he give us what we ask for? 
7. Not always. 
8. Why does God not always give us what we ask for? 
9. First let’s examine v7 in context 
10. Let’s look at what it is NOT saying 
11. Many who preach the “Name it and claim it” / “Prosperity gospel” use this verse.  “If you 

ask for a new red porche it will happen”.  Also known as “Word of faith” theology. If you 
don’t get what you pray for (and many don’t) then you do not have enough faith.  

12. God is not a cyber vending machine that provides us with what we want when we want 
it – no matter how much faith you have.  If he was, people would follow him for all the 
wrong reasons. 

13. Jesus is saying come to God in prayer – constantly – “keep on….” 
14. Jesus’ audience: Talking to disciples – so it is aimed at us as believers 
15. Think of you as parents or grandparents – and you love your children as much as is 

humanly possible - imagine if finances were not a constraint – would you not want to 
give your children everything they need in life and more? 

16. We are limited – limited in how much we can truly love – we cannot love like God loves; 
we are limited by our resources - we are limited by our understanding of what is really 
good for our children but let’s examine what Jesus said 

17. V9  9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for 
a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good 



gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to 
those who ask him! 

18. So the essence of this text - God’s generosity is so much more than ours; his love is so 
much greater than ours – he gives up his only son to die for you and me – 
unconditionally – he did not say if you follow me, I will let Jesus die for you – he did it – 
how many of you would let your only son die for the greater good of all those evil 
sinners out there? 

19. So as human parents we might fail our children, God does not 
20. And then he also knows what good gifts you need – v11 (in the main text) and in Matt 

6:8 8 Don’t be like them, for your Father knows exactly what you need even before you 
ask him 

21. Second reason he does not always give us what we want is because we… 
22. We ask with wrong motives 

a. “You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions.” James 4:3 

23. We do not always know what’s best for us.  We need to question our motives 
24. So …. 
What should we ask for? 
25. What has Jesus said about prayer earlier in Matt 6:10 “Your kingdom come, your will 

be done” (sermon on the Mount) – so it is important that our prayers align with his will. 
See also James 5:14 [“And this is the confidence that we have toward Him, that if we 
ask anything according to His will He will hear us.” ] also check ….1 John 5:14 [ 14 This 
is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his 
will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that 
we have what we asked of him.] 

26. When we pray we must pray in submission to the will of God, praying for His will not 
our own. 

 
How do we get aligned with his will? 
27. Submit to his authority and headship 

a. Jesus modelled this submission in Gethsemane – Matt 26:39 “My Father, if it is 
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.” – are 
we prepared to subordinate our will to his will?  If he tells us to do something 
that is not easy or doesn’t suit us will we listen? (“If I don’t like your advice, I will 
go to someone who tells me what I want to hear” – don’t we sometimes treat 
God’s word like that?) 

b. So check are you truly prepared to submit to him and his will 
c. [I loved the song we sang …. “I surrender”] 

28. Place God first 
a. Jesus talks about “seeking” in the Sermon on the Mount?  

Matt 6:33 “33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well.” (this is in the context of Jesus teaching about 
money and possession – he knows how easily we focus on worldly issues and 
material processions.  These things can distort what we ask for vs what God 
knows is best for us 

b. When we need something practical and material (our need is at its highest) that 
is when we least hear what God is trying to tell us) – that’s why he tells us “seek 
first his kingdom” – place the matters of the Kingdom ahead of the matters of the 
world – God will take care of those 

c. And in v7 he says: keep on seeking and you will find – seek first the Kingdom 
and we will better understand his will 



d. So when we ask, seek and knock have we placed God and his Kingdom first?  
Is what we are asking for in line with God’s kingdom and His righteousness? 

29. Obey his commands  
a. 1 John 3:22 22 And we will receive from him whatever we ask because we obey 

him and do the things that please him. 23 And this is his commandment: We 
must believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as 
he commanded us. 24 Those who obey God’s commandments remain in 
fellowship with him, and he with them. 

b. Conditional clause – “receive because we obey” - why?  If we do not obey him 
we become distant from him – we are not in fellowship with him – we cannot 
hear him; then we don’t ask for things that please him; The Apostle John quotes 
Cain killing Abel in this text – imagine how far Cain was from God after this (it is 
radical disobedience but perhaps we start with disobeying God in the small 
things and so we slowly become more distant and hear less of God’s heart and 
his will and we hear more of our own will 

c. Common one we all experience is when our QT starts to slip, which leads into 
not attending cell then missing some Sundays (not able to hear God’s message 
– how often does Jesus speak to you through his message?) 

30. Let’s examine the parallel passage in Luke 11:13 – small but significant difference 
which helps us hear God. 

a. Luke says: “how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him.”  

b. He replaces “good gifts” with “Holy Spirit” – how often do we ask God to fill us 
afresh with the Holy Spirit instead of all our other needs?   

c. What do we get when we receive the Holy Spirit? 
d. Godly guidance – his guidance can be really practical (EG Jordan).  So keep 

asking to be filled with Holy Spirit 
e. Gifts of the Spirit – wisdom, knowledge, faith, discernment, healing, miracles, 

prophecy, tongues and interpretation (1 Cor 12:7-10) 
f. These gifts bring glory to God; when the church exercises these gifts we have 

powerful services and people are drawn to Jesus (Acts 2:47) – why do we not 
seek these when these gifts bring glory to God? 

g. Power (Acts 1:8 … you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 
you) 

h. We hear God speak to us through his Word because the Holy Spirit reveals truth 
to us (John 16:13 13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all 
truth) 

i. So how should we pray? 
How should we pray? 
31. Why does Jesus say Keep on asking, Keep on seeking/ knocking? 
32. Earlier in Matt 6:7 Jesus gives a model prayer framework 7 “When you pray, don’t 

babble on and on as people of other religions do. They think their prayers are 
answered merely by repeating their words again and again.  

33. This seems contradictory at first glance 
34. But recall the context of this text is come to God in prayer.  We need to keep on coming 

to him in prayer – he wants you to communicate with him – he wants a relationship with 
you and me. 

35. Examine the first one (Keep on asking) Asking once and leaving it with God cannot be 
right because it presumes we are aligned with God’s will and is extremely 
presumptuous.  Jesus says “keep on asking” (keep coming to me in prayer) but he also 
says Don’t keep repeating the same thing over and over – the parallel passage in Luke 
passage switches good gifts with Holy Spirit who reveals God to us; as we pray – and 



keep on asking – when he does not answer our request immediately we must listen – 
we must listen to the Holy Spirit for God’s will – what is he telling us to pray for – so 
that we pray in line with his will 

36. And then Prayer also needs to move beyond “asking” to the next important one… 
37. Keep on seeking – We need to seek (search - actively) his word to find his will – read 

his word and ask God: “What are you telling me Lord?” and watch what he reveals to 
you 

38. He speaks to us through his word – do we go back to his word for answers?   
39. If you hear from the Holy Spirit without reading his word, check it against his word 

because you know us humans filter things (or we get wrong teaching). I get very 
nervous when people tell me the Holy Spirit told them to do xyz – [Eve called me. She 
was told by another pastor that Kim has epilepsy because of generational curses.  She 
must say certain words to break the curse.  Eve sensed something was wrong - 
discernment from the Spirit – then called me to check against God’s word.  Nonsense.  
Not biblical.  Preached on this before; now Eve is hard of hearing & may have missed it 
but for those who aren’t, this emphasises the need to hear God’s word on a Sunday – 
regularly - because his word equips us to discern] 

40. Prayer also needs to move beyond “seeking”… 
41. Keep on knocking” – we need to do something (EG – praying for a job 1 out of 4 South 

Africans are unemployed – look at seeking out a job – cannot just expect God to 
provide a job while you do nothing – listen to the Holy Spirit as to what he says you 
must do and say practically – sit down and prepare prayerfully before you go and see 
someone – prepare a CV; ask someone for help in preparing your CV; pray for who 

you go and see (not the pastor ); see what name God puts in your mind (EG: Peter - 
LinkedIn) 

42. So what is God saying to you this morning (and let’s apply what we have been hearing, 
ie. listen to what God is saying to you personally through his word today 

43. Amen 
 


