
LISTEN TO THE GOOD NEWS OF MOUNT ZION; AND BE OR BECOME AN ENTHUSIAST !  
HEB. 12: 18 – 29  

    
A. INTRODUCTION :  

My prayer is that by the end of this sermon; we will be motivated to be enthusiastic for Jesus!  
In God’s word we find great news; and also an appeal to listen to God – because of this great 
news! 
In the passage we are going to look at today, there is mention of two different mountains: Mount 
Sinai and Mount Zion; each representing a different covenant between God and people.  
But before we go to the word of God; I want to ask you to think for a moment, of your personal 
experiences and memories of mountains.............. 
When I think of mountains: what comes to mind is that they are magnificent, inspirational and breathtakingly beautiful. They also remind me of how small I am. Whilst everything is changing - 
mountains appear unchanging, timeless and solid......  
But it is one thing to gaze upon the beauty of a mountain from far off; and another thing to hike or 
climb up that mountain? 
A hike up a mountain path, can start relaxing, but soon become quite serious, even a matter of life 
and death.  
But once on top you get the most rewarding views and perspectives from on high; that you would 
otherwise NOT have seen.  
The same is true when we draw close to God! We get a complete new perspective on life! 

B. THE WORD OF GOD :  
The passage is Hebrews chapter 12: verses 18 – 29: (And I will be reading from The Message 

bible translation.) 
1. Mount Sinai. 
18-21 Unlike your ancestors, you didn’t come to Mount Sinai—all that volcanic blaze and earthshaking 
rumble—to hear God speak. The ear-splitting words and soul-shaking message terrified them and 
they begged him to stop. When they heard the words—“If an animal touches the Mountain, it’s as 
good as dead”—they were afraid to move. Even Moses was terrified. 
2. Mount Zion.  



22-24 No, that’s not your experience at all. You’ve come to Mount Zion, the city where the living God 
resides. The invisible Jerusalem is populated by throngs of festive angels and Christian citizens. It is 
the city where God is Judge, with judgments that make us just. You’ve come to Jesus, who presents us with a new covenant, a fresh charter from God. He is the Mediator of this covenant. The murder of 
Jesus, unlike Abel’s—a homicide that cried out for vengeance—became a proclamation of grace. 
3. A call to listen.  
25-27 So don’t turn a deaf ear to these gracious words. If those who ignored earthly warnings didn’t get 
away with it, what will happen to us if we turn our backs on heavenly warnings? His voice that time 
shook the earth to its foundations; this time—he’s told us this quite plainly—he’ll also rock the 
heavens: “One last shaking, from top to bottom, stem to stern.” The phrase “one last shaking” means 
a thorough housecleaning, getting rid of all the historical and religious junk so that the unshakable essentials stand clear and uncluttered. 
4. A call to become enthusiastic about an unshakable kingdom!  
28-29 Do you see what we’ve got? An unshakable kingdom! And do you see how thankful we must be? 
Not only thankful, but brimming with worship, deeply reverent before God. For God is not an 
indifferent bystander. He’s actively cleaning house, torching all that needs to burn, and he won’t quit 
until it’s all cleansed. God himself is Fire! 

Prayer: 
 

1: MOUNT SINAI - THE OLD COVENANT:  
Let’s imagine ourselves for a moment at the foot of this mountain.... Mount Sinai.  
How would I feel to stand in front of: all that volcanic blaze and earthshaking rumble—to hear God 
speak?? 
Psalm 24 says: 
3 Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD?     Who may stand in his holy place? 
4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart,... 
     

Do I have clean hands and a pure heart?..... 
The old covenant requires that all of God’s commandments be kept, all of the time.  
Where would this have left me?..........  
Knowing that I have disobeyed God. That I have sinned against His holiness; deservingly in fear of 
judgement, condemnation and possible eternal death.  
What a terrible expectation.... 
Because God is so holy, just, and righteous – and because of the sin of people; just as I have sinned against the Lord; there was so much fear and trembling in the sight of God. And if I was there it would 
not have been no different for me.  
Indeed if we are to be righteously tried and judged for our sins, there would be no escape from eternal 
condemnation....  



 
2: MOUNT ZION - THE NEW COVENANT:  
But then verse 22 begins with -”No”!....  (in vs 22). ‘No’ to our eternal condemnation..........! That is 
the voice of God on your and my behalf. 
PAUSE 
But, what price has this “No” cost God! And what price has this “No” cost Jesus, the Son of God!  
For many of us who grew up in Christian homes, we have become so familiar with hearing that Jesus 
died for our sins; that we do not realize the true value of His action on our behalf and what this 
means......!  
If we can only understand the price it cost God to say this “No”, we will understand how precious our 
life is to God!!! And we will be very grateful.....  
It cost Jesus the cross of Calvary - for us to receive the crown of life....!  
We are on the receiving end of a new covenant of grace; that is the embrace of a loving Father God.  
A spiritual kingdom that is unshakable and everlasting. 
In Him and in His kingdom we have an open door to God’s throne of grace - on high, and can behold 
an astounding new perspectives on life and indeed eternal life; that we would otherwise not have 
seen.  
Also with this new covenant of grace; comes the Holy Spirit to believers.  
And with the Holy Spirit - comes an assurance of sins forgiven; and an enabling power to overcome 
the difficulties that cross our path and to be equipped to walk with Him.  
 
3: AN APPEAL – TO LISTEN TO GOD – BECAUSE OF HIS GRACE SHOWN TO US:  
25 So don’t turn a deaf ear to these gracious words. If those who ignored earthly warnings didn’t get 
away with it, what will happen to us if we turn our backs on heavenly warnings? 
In the New Living Translation (NLT) the word says – not to refuse to “listen” to the One who is 
speaking..... 
But when we are cautioned - we are not always excited to hear that. 
But if a parent cautions a child to protect that child; it is understood that it comes from a loving parent 
who wants to protect their children from potential hurt. Follow and go along this path, but stay clear 
from things I warn you about.  
To listen to God is to follow His directions - not to get lost. 
How do we do that; by reading His word and listening to His Spirit. Without the word we will get lost 
and without the Holy Spirit we will also get lost. 
The call to listen is made repeatedly in the book of Hebrews: for instance Heb. 2:1 says: 



- So we must listen very carefully to the truth we have heard, or we may drift away from it.  
But, often listening means to forsake our comfort zone?  
According to Heb. 4 :12-13 the word of God is also likened to a sharp double edged sword. 
Is that not maybe why we sometimes find ourselves wanting to turn a deaf ear to the word – because 
it challenges us; or it makes us uncomfortable when our will says – go this way – and the word and 
the Spirit says go that way ?  
But to listen to God and to spend time with Jesus, in His word – we need to learn to submit to the leading of the Holy Spirit – to follow His path. 
Just as directions are critical in the mountains – God’s directions are life giving directions – even if it 
seems to go up-hill.  
 
C.4: CONCLUSION:  
LISTEN TO THE GOOD NEWS OF MOUNT ZION; AND BECOME AN ENTHUSIAST!  
28-29 Do you see what we’ve got? An unshakable kingdom! And do you see how thankful we must be? 
Not only thankful, but brimming with worship, deeply reverent before God. For God is not an indifferent bystander. He’s actively cleaning house, torching all that needs to burn, and he won’t quit 
until it’s all cleansed. God himself is Fire! 
There is a connection between the holiness of God – and Him being compared with fire! 
This is a call to let the fire of God take hold of us!  
God’s motivation is love. 
Take to heart that God became our Father – and that His judgments make us just – because of the 
price that was paid for you and me.  
He wants us to respond by listening to Him – so we can also become fired up for Him! 
But we have to see what we have received! 
And the more we are eager to listen to Him, the more excited, motivated and enthusiastic we will 
become. 
Each one of us has received a freedom that comes with an unshakable inheritance. This freedom 
came at a cost and it came with it a responsibility. 
May we all find this motivation to become enthusiastic for Jesus. 
The source of our motivation will be listening to God’s word and His Holy Spirit. 
His word and His Holy Spirit testifies of the good news; but we have only spoken about the very tip of 
the mountain.  
Verse 28 says it so well: 



28-29 Do you see what we’ve got? An unshakable kingdom! And do you see how thankful we must be? 
Not only thankful, but brimming with worship, deeply reverent before God 
Mount Zion is calling; but will we listen. 
Let us spent time on the mountain; let us draw close and run to our Father – and take up communion 
and fellowship with Him. 
Let us seek the deeper life. 
May we all be inspired to live a life of thanksgiving. 
The result of listening -by spending quiet time with our Father God, in His word and listening to His 
Holy Spirit - will enable us to be more and more motivated, excited and enthusiastic for Jesus. 
But we have to consider and see what we’ve got: An unshakable kingdom! 
We have this great reason to be in awe of His Glory; and to be in awe of the new perspectives and 
views on life that only He can provide. 
May we all respond to His love by becoming enthusiasts for Jesus and an unshakable kingdom!  
 
 


